





SR

G
N

.1'—-\.-#-__.-;,:-_.._ ..m.r
T = F .
_"“::";.‘ﬂ-v:.'d-"' —
¥ — A - : =
T% e :__ .f__ == 'qa:-—-uuﬂ_ -
el ey e o=
| NS s s
L |
|
PO (AT ONG HLTE - o)

(8 SR MW (=i =)

CITS! RGN (e =(fsrerr)
8

ST FIfn SR (e ~Afwer)

ST FIfRAT SR (et ~Afzwer)

BRM 6 WETHAY :  ©RFC, O (T Gel) A 2B, BIl

O b0V RAY, 0DGEDCABDCCC
f2/% ©B, 0 (3T Oe) 2 915, BIeT
G2 205¢




l..| ..-||... = .“.hlr.r .,.lr--.“-.. £ ._.,. % = ; 3
Dhpm ey —t .mn-.h .”. -
- " - .ld”... s L g R ;







l..| ..-||... = .“.hlr.r .,.lr--.“-.. £ ._.,. % = ; 3
Dhpm ey —t .mn-.h .”. -
- " - .ld”... s L g R ;




2yt

AFCEN (ARKIIRFOT FPOTA (T 8 ONG AWSTAT AT AFHT “(IIEWE (B1Y, 03¢ @7 oy
TR I TATCT HJG A AR NS WO | FPHI (AN & SN AW (el
TR A Te SFHEE @ STEE AEW T2 | ST IR (™ Te@miE 8 (G
Afetary [T ©27 ¢ ©g THETS | HMIG WA FHFTEF A7 F |

FIETP (EH ¢ NG SAMET 7T FHORITOR MU ([ TGO ATl TG FACR IR FAR O
R (BT 0o @ ST eyl Sl “IeT9 FAC 6T N [0 I |

IO (AW € VG MR ¢ LIHIT FIOIAT AHE AFCE GBI 8 OF FifFq A4
AfSTACLT (T ST NG RGN Ay ¢ @ IR Avevel JEre 4@ Pm FER FA
JCET SR T

ST, @ SPTR NG A7 JH FEOI (AN 6 NS HAKWEITR FIGI B T PRI WG
(I R R AT T ARAT RO SRS A1 0T oyl SR |

DAMTA’ /

[Tt w1t Siget iR, @]



Zag

FPOT (NI 8 TVE VSIS IS I IR (B4, 03¢ O GO MATT &F T2-CF TR
T BERA AP, FALAIA A AT AGAW 7397 | HMIRT FRGEA TF QIR G TS IZAT TS
& IR NG HFHA @ SIS J6J 6T NN A T |

CATCTT SRPRTOT NYITY CHRIBITI ARSTATHR AN @ «RCTT TR AFT FSTE A=AV | FEHHT
N S MG MR Tgo={ FoeATed 4efba g emmwiba M« e 73 Jcer s i |

(GRIGITIN 8 FPGIT TGS T PR SRIG WA @ NIRRT AN @ Mo MeF O FIAFOI
RF© ¢ T TR | T 4T AL ALRCT T A4 R FF© ARG @fScares SroaT
AT FAFOI OATS] (% G QT AR | SRACOE @ 4T TG TGRS AT G
O TS FAR |

AR, @ TR SRR AL ALEB AFCEAF AL e ST FAR |

e - “;
r I it - -
e ——

e <

[ @1, @. g, @i |



2

FEBTA (AT &SNS WAL FOF AT LRIRIRFOIT * TR (BT~ G @S FRAN AT RUBR (&I
Y o TS | BT ¢ TATAETOR oW FARCIE SREH @ SFHAIG AT AR BT AFAE
@OICT Y2h FCACR, (SO & R FRANS AR AP A FAC 0T S {97 B |

TR @ AT ST T SR (@A (S | HATHT GFSF ATHEE ey e g Feyiibe
@ IO ¢ FEACTOR AAE WG PN T, GBR W oy Ff | (MW Tomifea Toor 46
GFPd ING T© ATH 8 @ RSO FAFS-TAbIAE @OCT FAN WS QW 9 Gl fSraneiyers
TR AT AR ©F AT PRIV | ST & AT ST IHFeTy BINT B |

G A FECTT (NE ¢ Mg AMET @SIF coHwifag, FFerel 8 (19T TR NLTT qad U
I ST SRS (Y e @R (NN & FYa AFHITE INRCT oo T ¢ Wi i
I | (12 MY W ARMLRT ToT gesd FFel FIE Tod Wee «ft [L9a feors Fier 3403 901
ISy oI 7 |

ST @ TR SFICHR AT IS HHCER FIH o] Pl P |
Q)

LA

[, e s =]




] L] .
‘ . . |
x o3 oAb

2t

FEBT N € OV ML 6T ST (ANIRFSR 2058 AT T (AT (51 e
TRMRE, Al BT FRINKCA AIAFOI 2*PTe FERR | AF2 M AMFENT A 4T FPON (AT SN qar
YT TS (AT ACF( | ARE N FRECR Jevreors afowema go [ e 2w asif+e
‘IR (BT -9F e 2ANIFAE SR SIS FACZ | TS ATTIEAF HTTI AT 26T TG
T FACS A BEF AT 8 TS, J_1 ey 7fEslF (A Sima e Tome avie IR,
SIE IR ST FOE | AN ST AT TATCTF FATS| @ FAGRINCS GINIL AT Ao |

FIEBI AR [WAE TN @ A1 ([ATF FPONT HBAGIRAT AT 2[R AN Wees sifsesa [eavam
FEOTA (T [ FECR | AT AR SIS, @RI B0, FPOAA-ALGFE AP P A2 AT
foFel @ OIFA (MM Wl oo AR WA bifelcaez | B Frerer fAfvewacs FEoa eliEawiE @
el ¢ RES O ©f T I ACAF] 0L T | OIS HFTOIT FoCAN ToHFAET 9 AT AT
ST Ty (TN S, (SN NGO Tere FE |

wRe fFrerer ¢ ofeAieTeR A TGN ARGEAN I IEEI (N 8 TNE VT T arsier 3
w<ftafos T WP Fare SHTRRE | AR AT AN A0 FLCANNST SACA I |

/

[©. 3T <A |




-



T AT SRS @ qenR e o "
(1’ | IR AAfRpifeTe SRR e
DG TAGA AN [oIe q=aetes
O[S A TN S eeFer .
2 AfS@MaLS dFHFH oI TH | GRS
SR AT NS (A, GG (TR e
o0l AL WEE afRER e @ @eE
ReIerge g Rea  itte Sifefize <
T | ©F, AR TwiwFer A HiiEe
PR Tores wiele  eremet @
AT 4@ @ @ AT efstama

oI Sy oGt A *C A FEA, N
927 WGT @ AW (AP 8 AN AT, | | '@
e ¢ e peal oW e s N - 4 - o®

AT A, AT RS eiﬁzm—ca?r
e ifewifve FobrE Qe SIwaT @
ceﬂ‘?% A seime Y ofe gm |
AR LGNS BT TCH @ AL | 3
BreHeTE ACel  IAMGF WD i?oﬁmq "
G . FPTA (AR AR 3
faifas erasae Afaes i <




e, @ ¢ SerewET 0TI
Al Jevifaees 9 IR e
TAGIT I AT AJorers oyt
@oAfbF o T [fowT ¢ oo
AT ool Jd | Fop% a4
AR, ©f @WEAre TS  ASFIVR
NGTEE TG AT F7 | AR
IPOTT 8 (NEWI-RTTE @4 7=
AR G2 ITRFE 7 8 ORI AR
SIMR &S 725 ST ®@l |

JIEI AW &= ifere afica
HEICR. ST 70 | 9=F YA ©I2 ARG
JCT (NI O | AT 95T 8
AOTT ATSIRF (AW ANSA TS
& (N IBL (T 7 | O ST,
TV AOTEE B SIS
ST S TG A |

AT T 36T ABIF ST |



CONCI™T T

FPOAA (NEFW 8 SVe F4med: fox 8 i Sbr-RD

Tow I FPOT (SNEI- ©, N2 A 393

FHTH cwmm\{mﬂm OS] TR
-

Bangladesh Country Report to RILO AP, 2014- Dr. Moinul Khan
) ry % ’ - W

-

The Importan Intelligence for Customs- Andrew Allan
FCEA- DIkl

ZTCF-55- (. TN &

Enforcement of TRIPS Agreement and the Role Customs 'P'L 1L

=2

Seizures of Infringement- Dr. Md Khairuzzaman Mozumder -~ =

a

*

G- FHRR AT



Advance Rulings as a Trade Facilitation Measure- Dr. Mohammad Abu Yusuf
T I (BfFe: GFE AT ABR- YW SIS (I

AT ST BIie- SIFel P T

Cross-Border Trade and the Issues of Interconnectedness and

Integration- Shakila Pervin

(Un)customary Musings....... - Nusrat Jahan Shompa
TOR - (N: OIS NI
v S 7 W3- So Fifew! S

| IR (57 e @5 I <J5eT- 3

dE®-SVb
MH-dAR \
3Q9-3bY
Ora-35d

OBR-IBY










(TR STSF@iel BIFRAT SJRCE 0y S ST [ TS Ffe A AT Aoly Samifa-F@if @y Face
ST A 2R T M | 27 ASTodS 76T FIeE W4 BTN SRy [ive Far (eed wedSifes
el e @ el | Srere Wit gfte Wi ¢ MERR At Seeies W [yRtE @ifes
(TeF GO0, wFeld R IYge @, AoFoR A FS IS ZF IO 2CF | e
FEB eTRe [y FREI wEes i M T ifiey Suikiaad g3R SeRIfaecay e il
(T DEETCR |

JEGAT (AT 8 ONE NAWIF FLBF Tl S (HTBF A N AMfeey SniReae «qdr Soifersy e
G35 el ned RO remee N FEEe |t FEETT S11F, Spus ARl FeiAe [y v e
FBT MRGF@ oy Ao[IY QIR T IORATOR YCAIATE G T S SISl (T HIeTCR | QSR AT (e
e 1R ToLElme (NET TP ¢ TV IR | AIET SRS THAN | ©F, T[S @ FEd
o, fariey, TBIB1e @ SFIe e wrgaief ARS8 “ARRETT T MY 2T FILG TS IPTS, Sy
9% 8 Fraltoar TR |

TR RIS TG-S RGO AN AL FAG SIS ([FTGCR | (M ZCACR VAL el (¥,
3% TR ey Tge ibers! | TR SR AT AFH FEONCTR NCH@ AL IO T+l (7T TR
[T (AT 8 TGP | O, (FIET F FIFT (FIE MLG® ST (IR NS AT @ AN 7 1 I
FETT (AR A G YfE QAT T9 CIRNTHCTR e | qrhta FTeaearea S Fapifa e =1
I, ITEAEHCEE IEAD @INERO, PeeiEe «qe FIRRE (Itg 3CefeTeT welied F T |

L

o



%
%
2
Q
o

N

BT SCTFBI2 HCCRH AT (AT Neo! | Jiferery Swidsacea Fed @ G147 el #Af=GE S0 o
NIRRT o FIE | FIA, SATICTT TOH FEBRACSCN FASAS 1 (R OOF 2@ (FIET AT
Tog TS 0 TS N GFET FORRAE WG Fare B ooy Fasaifics [ewam Jure 0| are

JIETC FPGICTR FoT Crorely JCTT ISy SIAIRFRCe S-C (Ao Rg-aifacend Mfa @ eFIR WBIer | 992
AN & FIE 8 (GIAIBIEICTR ML (e WIS 8 FIA Aenicss Zfodere! [agsima f1ge 3ea avfere
FETI B ANGORF P FRGE ARGENR I FANS IS (NEAWR oy wiig | ey
TARFIEE TAPWS [F5e Qe B TSI IoT FATS IR (W 8 TVE AW Toje
BB | A O FACS, ITFACIHNE S0 TS FABIFAT QAT *[S | A2 SCHRACTS (Y IJ AQA[OS T
AIIO OUS |

@ ©F Hif for@dd 79, 7, [, IS 8 (THTOT FAR
QA LFICIT GIRAIBIET S STITE AGTS (AT SRS ARSI
FACE FOTHA (N 8 O AIME | (AT Trereare aifé ¢oifaeg @
LTS QT ABHIMOF ARTLCAS IS R | TN F6513
AR RET (Mo @2y @z @ cwj;w@aw&mﬁrmw FIDI KT ST PP
Tz | [ifog 7 @ weEifos feg TeZ Y Tore eFred SR g woed o ToF
RIS 991 308 AT FIOCT 3RoAsT SufEE wreefes | N 418 S AR O S

T € SN ST | FROT (AT ¢ NS WS

e f&ure |

Gu ARG T 2wy
e s widifon AT S
8 Sarifers peife R Q0T

=

0



SV o JIFFRTAT ZCAT
S | ORI G3R FITI IR I A4 8 Siferaife efstary; FEBIT A S3T SN ST Aol
o<, qififens eferifs, ifasy e LB W2 FEOTT TZET TN TR CFG SHISFIE ATTBEN;

Q| WS € (TSSO ¥a7, STy, (V4rAp AEF© ey, egoifgs ST, GReha g I e f[fog
geife, TFAMRT &) Fhodg 24y, W, [UFIGDT ABR @€; 992 GRIGEN G ©f FFHI 8
(ETFIRRTR; O WWF-2WF 32 AR TIPSR T SR ¢ NeioF [ioq FFR A foriced
ERIRTIH

© | Jifiey ¢ g MeFe WwEifor i [feg Tom Aenmem Fd Tw; Sdtafes fRere ¢ e
TE [y e, FHE G PR sieie F41;

8 | MA(TS NTSAF LT 8 T *PIF IZ A 8 A N(eq© HIFN AR ACH) ST ASrT
@ISR & [foq &F S/9F GO A (FF ¥F QAP TEo© T 8 Rpfs M@ (o aferawe
&S 41 |

G FREPR fARIffe i siesiy 5=y F41 27
QO « FEOT w013, SoUs;

O SeTRe i

ST SIE, Sb-ab;

QIS TREEH F1F, dvob;

w8 g (frae) =53, sseos
it Si2e (Fiifae) soebs
Agricultural Produce Cess Act, 1940;
Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, 1947;
Wild Life Crime Prevention Act, 2012;
Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2012;

53

%

X3

%

%

*¢

5

*¢

%o

*

5

*¢

5

*¢

R/
L X4

G2 R fomte fMm=es o <1 I

G© FIRTE*ATE AEIH ATy e Sreiy S<Hifed TAaE T ¢ Seifers paifTe F419 STT FPoIT
RIS S ¢ FEEI N2 IRY® FAFCER AfS TSIF (AT ¥iE AT R ©f ASTATLR T TS
TGN &R T FEEIT (N ¢ NG WAL ToT fox |

T 92 e TBIfTe 3919 T @ wRES i fwswet

O N ©2F 7@ € AR LI AR T AT II) FIHIET TGP AT Wi F1;3

O BT ST @ Sy SRR Y SHITH T e S 8 AT XS AR AT g ey S
O GRBETR s ¢ Seatede! [uard i@ afstary F41;

O oo Farerer (RS o/, iRy, A7mueRe oy e smmife afewiy) ¢ Amifes Farerer s
ANIEP FEATCRICLR A G =4y St eifstary P =i | ’

2






FIOOTT & (T ACT AR F(R? AGE-TOTo12 IF JeT FIer? \CHT ST ATy TS | S Siicane
FEHTT (ATF NI IC SCHA ACTT SZI T | NSENOF pies AR TS IS SRS T Q32 A6y
SO ¢Fe I TR | TOITSH I TR @ AT AT AT FARICT &% TTo ABI(R, AT 4Pp 6
JC CoICR? AT @7 oy SR Rl & il (e AMR?

I SR WF AET-FToToR SN e 20T PR | @ @ TS TFS (7 (MTHIF FPON (G016 ©© I |
QAT SCG TR ARSI A (GO 2 ¢% | AENICT GF TR 2% | 9F T NN A S TS
B (@ SRf) | AeE-fASTS! TN (A8 TR @A (M XS SN2 et A R
RS | (TR e (I KT GaR FHT FEOT ARG 7136 Fa00 @ FRFF FAG (SRS THife |
FSANEG FEOTT TS IGF (ATTHT P @S Pieeiia wdiy q3fh afeit 71El Rens [ o |
G (TR STOF8CA Tl SWARIY WA ¢ Pt qCR (ST PN | AGR f=reie) =T 9 1w
THIfTS | AFNTTAC FEOH G SRR F2 G T (Aed ezt (el e |

W72 JeTT RCACR (F, JIREAACT 9 ey SIBA-@31 6T NI et Aery Sizael | Qi Aery (J0ed RIS,
Y5AR T FPOIH-AT IIWT 2o & bro%, 000 AT Gt FT 2T 80% | IS TR % | IS *rowar
T @ft SR, FE $FTRG WEAFSIZ TGS AF© FFOIA ST AR (YR 11 ARS8 PAF AGCHT
sIfeer (Tere WFfeT Fed | @t Ao sife-egfon e fam | wedifsfmoma wte, Fr5a- 93 47
AT - TSI (AT TRAMTANTS! 8 TFSIZA F(H | TANHCF, GN1-947 FFeAE 93 BICHT (@R I3 7 |
w4 e sFarel e @ft JREE FACe AE 1 | TEEERR ETBR FF IEoP W HRS 351Ered
ATIBTETE (TFOT TETTHRIR A0S, FIHTH-UF A AP ACraTod * (ABRFAT - 9T ST TOT oo =I5eT |
O W0, ATy HRITF ¢ ©F JGTS FPEIH-AF T GRAFCF AN 0T GoTg 12

33593 AT AT SFZ 2o 200% | TS ©F I WIGEE 2¢% | S5 I 9% AGCR #IRet &7 woo @IS B, 2000 AT ¢ooo @B B, 3059-3-38 I T 28,000 B B
TR | I WO AETH @S
2(efoT Srew, 2009, 7 (5t I ST FOBIT: SO O T, SIS TEBIA ST, -5, 7w 3, FBT: ©3-04,

"



OF TG O3 T (T, FPOT (ST ISR NI FAE A1 | FPONT (0SSO« 0T G 77 &A= FAE
T e IRl AN Fca | wTfes e Jfa (i @ Tt (ST, TTF) (@09 A |
THIRFe! RO & T, (TR R (AT Sl TR TRTET PIBITeT @ (IHifEey fE @= St 6 OHA-
2 T4 G AT RS FILTATS TH I 9F IO PR FAIF TTT A 0l easweet i
AT | TP A ST SR N AT (O ANES Saeey (<0 T HIFRA 6 FORF B QR L ¥T
T A @I S AR | TR GFESIF, AR S T Gl T 1o 6] SIS TTHFOTeTR
[ A FACS AT FPOTH | APACF, M S SNSARA AV @NF oF, G, TR Sy
(SRIBISTAFS #/¢l) (AT FILF (HRIGENACNE SAPIT WRSIS FEHIT | (GRIBITAFS #/6ly (AT s
Aferifrorm AR @@ o F, (AW TN TGETE FHPL AL QAP FAT 56 | T f©
STV, SEARICART FAAY @ (GBI @IPIas R0 S ANCqaell JACR | Ao /(7S (¥feT 27
(2009) QETETR KT OO LI NS @ AT @IS L0 (Ieed 1© @ [{GqG FEoai-«q
T P (SR FA | GRBER 8 Aery Fifea e T @ eI oy 5 [Kfawmr osice
AT SPIHA, HGF 8 SVG IR G THTe! B @Pp T qrR | AfEHGs 9L A6 I8+
TER ACEbe @0 arF@e Fow wFeld IS AT FA0e A@ GUTER ARG oneS G
ANSTATFS PRI Q=ZCAT 47 T | I, FTRIECeR I FR6T MR A= ¢ farerer fAfve sace
“Ro-A0 RETE e~ IS FACe 21T | TR [, Jiferey, Rggize, ARea ¢ w7y T, i @
W@WWWWWW%WWWW|

«Q WWWWWWWW&?_W@ ﬁ|mwwﬁ?mwﬁﬂw
QIR SIS ARTS ] GEATZ | I (7] ST (7] R ST TR € AIClT TSI 5T | (T Ol STy (Rt
PG ANCARIT WG FARCS #M1CT 77 | S5 M (S ETferre TS Fea SATofEN nie ¢ /e
m«wmmcww«wwqmww%m@@mﬁmﬂwmwew
1, wdAIfed foors s (i, efsrIfIorges 8 JMT-IFI AR 8 T4, SR Fo @Y 1,
WifNeTeifr afotary SR et G T wwFred [Tt R e [y | 9ok wepfre g
FEGM Gl BINP! AT FACO ST | PO WR 8 Q-IREB SN FRAPN A2 T FeF AR
PRFICS T Nl IS P FCAT AR |

ST FPBI (AN 43 T SRGIE TSI BT TR | S @ THIZE, (eI B
3R 5fTE FRFAFIT SACEF AT (BT ASICHIT Sevtal G | T P2 IRCA U SCAFICAR TS
TN ROACR | (K STTel TS (R ROACR SIS 0K R AT emie | ‘e G EnERET S ot
(7T TS FHFSIAT (N AR @I 6T ¢ AT i ¢ el (72 | Fe FNFS[T FEOIT

BT 7o 99 G (=0T B0 | ST S @ AR IR | I, 3 (AR | AT ST
TR 40 fog ST AT | FEHIT CT T G FPHT (NI FAPS[F SIS ©OF
ﬂtﬂﬁﬁ—enwmﬂvm\wwmﬁﬁmwmﬁ—zﬁm«ﬂﬁﬂg}@ﬁ“ﬂ?ﬁwwvmm

«BI? eepifére | g orma a?WW%WWWcWWWW
LT ATS & 91 ©f (S0F (4l 26 |

Shelley, L. 2005. ‘The unholy trinity: transnational crime, terrorism, and corruption’, the Brown Journal of World Affairs, vol. XI, Issue 2, Winter/Spring, p.104; Makarenko, T 2005.
‘Terrorism and Transnational Organized Crime: Tracing the Crime-Terror Nexus in the Southeast Asia’, in Smith P. J. (ed.) Terrorism and violence in Southeast Asia: transnationa/
challenges to states and regional stability, New York: ME Sharpe.



QFBT FHHTT QG (W FAFS] QFDT BT o1 MCA 7 2= T 77 (@ NSRS AT SARIAE IF
M ©f [oe “Aema (G0 Ae! @ A Afeere 200z | U2 SN Ao 26q wae 2 | «@F
G WRSEID - GF5 TG AR ASH | GF6T KT (NI G- 9T SIS ST ZCET | ST 20 ST
e TEFF ARFFHTR | NG FCH WA ZeEA RO | GFBIAT AR AT PG (AR [T
VI T ool (o Zel | SR G2 WG FEETT N2 ARCR | O Tl el @3 1 | foiG o7 o
oG 1 2 | S, OIS, R, ARG QIR ©, BRCSFBC | 9 S 2{fofb Site it F1+1 fore |
- BRI AR RIS (a1 e [Reabe | b @ @i Prare eemee ey T
TN | 58 FeMT U2 (FF O A2 T & AT g, B, T3, (o1, o7t o5 | 43919 eto ¢
T ©F AT AR € TATIT T T | (T (FH6 T© CAMICT I (16 ©© A | (OA ZNPACH J00R
ORI T T2 | TCST IAFACTT SATeq A @[ Tce! YR @A77 [Reswer 47 A v @
SARIAMT TR | Prais oret e 7@ | g Ui FF 307 732

ST STHHRCECIR &) AP (0S| G5 Gy LTAe *1& fofe | STreite A0S ©f TR HIRICEH J
AR | &fSTb (AN FHFST 8 FABRT (5 SANIA N | (TSIAL. O IS AT | (T er @1t A0
T | OIS (FICA FIG FAT T 8 O A T | MG A AL AN AR AT 0T @
FIE S LS | T FBR A NG 8 S A 0T FIer FA5T GF6T BITae | FI, O3 FFo
TP @ TS | I AL AN GFCT IS FAF UGl Wioh AR | 2T (ATF @[T AR
ST (T 2T | RIR 2SI AG! el | IS ALGR SFT G~ 92 TR (@, ST 76T G/
T T TR Tre AT e | FRET (NTEWIE S QAT Tolted @ (FI! AT Qe TP
*fEHiE | (Fe @ AFF 8072 [T97 FE U2 Ve | (AOF JRES A RS GFEN IS AR
FEGI (IR | fa7FE 8 Sl TR 7lF SFe e STl (A0Fe | QTEAIS FR@F N0 FICE AT
ET | O] (5 SR WWWWWWCM|WWW ANGAT (TR
‘ar|w%m&a§wwwqﬁv®—mw| /’

N\ ‘\\ ‘f\\\\‘_;\‘ NN,

ﬂ o

J

) r
2
i

- ]

h- ‘1‘ \; j"

B

LX)
e
4

£ U

B L[

oyl

L E N
| A T

k=
A ER ey
A




IR (AT ST I A FACO T(F? A5 U2 AIET S T ¥ | FAFSIWI NICH (FICAT O (CBIETST 737)
cofeet AP AT eRers #IfRItEa Sowstel (Rl et | Are-fRbieas fRazfs Reavazr Siar =eer | @3 = e
(A2 MG 2SI (53T Ze T | T FIOT AT AOIC AT ZCACZ | S, TFAG WS ZI=TTNZ
T el | FRE O (@I @SS fofe feet a1 | AGIR-ARR ATe foem | W61 FHON CH 4R
SRPRATT Cof T | FEHIA (N TS 2WG BST 50%-9 @A T @EelE &xret et | «fs srere
fEed o2y | FCORITSER SOIRPTRE 20 2I1GH | € QoItd Sib! Fier 203 (16 @S 3t 203 1 | (5T Aiea
af> SR | R, TN LA TR & A B0 AT | AT IR NHIIE AT Fewer
2 = | e e 1 (e fREfs 12 2 | oIk W ATl gl qa w0 G e |

(I O LT AT GO (AR TO=iaT (7l ==l | «ft T fesrrelca 613 F®? wey 9@ St Te1eR? S
e o277 “I7 Tab 20, STHRIEE ST TBCHFA FACET AN 0L FI NG (A2 TACST 0 GG Bl
00 (@& SIS ANeaT @ A | f7g «re FRITETETF QoK F? e od, (oM™l 2y Sy 20s
©ite rema TWEHCHR WK A0 | Gre Frelfs Afarens s w2 2re A | $tq @RI AT wesiy
(organized crime) 20 «J2 AL 4T BT PR ©F G4 8 (06 (MR e @9 [Ra0a TWOHCoR Qe
20O AT | FPEI ST U2 TJCHCA oS! (AT FOACR (AT FAFS I | o1 ST ZeT, SR eacamiret
AITS R(F IR G AN 4T B[ AG FOI AN TAFS RO #I107 GG R Wi S wifam it
T | e R WP, € AT (MW Oy SRR AR #SI5T (e T8 =Co AN |

O o7 FfeRR AL FEETA (Wi e @i aat S T @ce #ieg | [ 2 wews
SAFIFS 7 | IR U2 fSHIE TRTF | TS WNGAT (ATF ea PR [T GIea | o2 Siga™
13T 2005’ ATSET 217 AT ©UF (G (@ AGALFST ACCE |




TOpF (AT AR ©OpF A (A Wofod wfe Bfze Far 2o | 797 T @ [ SRl tof Jee | S
ST WCHACEF & a1 A | A A TN T | RIS AL AN T €A 979
ST Be1eg | 5 Sarite « e fmet SIS 20@0g | Swenes 2GR Ao Afsfer gewa fee = |
fog wfoRitT REl 749 SFaTe qaR Sife TR A T F41 el o9 3 efsfar 2feqns ke
RIS 2T | | QAT LT FPOT (MWK 47T T8 F( F 21 Wewqws | ww< e {fewnz | «@r oier 9971
AT T (FIRIT? T KT 2GR ©f (WG (BIRAIBIET $© N2 4R 2IGT G O+ I F 71?7 @99 &% AP
T RGoRq | QoTE FECOTSIE oy 77 | 7€ T G Iaer | Rgosa ard 0y G5! SR, A1 AT
G 7-4 797 2THCE (BIFIC T 6 T2 WA §© GIAT AT O 0T T 6 12 @919 2eefa (@i Ted
AR WEHICE AP @2 7 T9F SN (AT AFT G GF6! AT THaAT | FLH A7 o
AT | T WA FOEs @A of 2 | {Nfems e @2 @ Ao $ire Fow, «afiiez 8 JifE
S0 TR AR #TF (7R | WA ST N IRCZ- AT, (TR FICS RO [T AN
OTCR | U2 M 4 B | Afefb Fitea waamizer ¢ Ted =itz | Aeld QI6! Srigde (M3l R | o
E/53/R058-4 Rl B a6 Afere WfeTw ARGENFIE st Bfe e e« =7 |
AN AGATE T 2, ST (@ AF e o ANoF 7 8 BIFIF BT T2 20 (FIFT 1 0 |

ei“aﬁmmrmr mwmﬁrWammemwemwmeWmWw
= | @i AT FFTIOCR TF RS (e | WAt [ 71 9 Gfb &b Sz | Trage Jqecee
RIS FHTRE ARG o 41 =7 | CIo8 TR Feacg WG | BT 7 I IS ol K foas
ffeate grtg |  te {fewr ¢ wNE 3feame e tofa 2z | fesire, e Foae @e FPoT
(NI SIS TegeT FCRACZ S T | FPHIN QF6T IR AZALTANFT 7eZT RO 9 IR S
FACR | O ACTT (JCT T ([FTSCR | ST MCF, TAIER TR Al TAFE U FACR | TASES S
SRR AT 6 ST AN =0T 4ff 7T T Gff =2 2R | FAHIET SRAS 'S (FGCR AT | PO,
AT e NSl e ©f [ (BT e AT | ©IF (T FISBICS A W& W02 ©ICe HKY 20O -
IR S (R T FEO! T I | IR I NEAE 77 T e =& (AR M=)
@WWWWQNW@NWW&WWW@@WWI‘HW‘(WW



AT PING (AT ST P FRET (1] ReeN G2 ABI | (mieall, NG Mo Seeice (et
SCHPILCH VR FOACR | Qo T AT O SCAPO] (S0 (TR | ST SIS AT #A1SA AR, S Gelepiv
IFCE Of IR T | GF2 AT, SN QI KO G FIS0] SN ARG | 78 2T |

S, ST A FEBTT CETIT ST FF CHCACR | @A S 12 = AR 4 T 7S WGF R0
€32 35¢ TS (AYT I ZCACR | AT NCHT NCHF BRI AMSFNS AR | (TNF- Y «feT 2058-(% Soe
(PTG TR “SIFF A TG Q0! AT B, 3 FAE 05¢-(9 L (Ff& TR AHIers TR
QARETE S6F, 38 ST 05¢-CT 38 (Fler TR GHRUIZHF TR [T NoF, I FICHT wo (I
205¢-(S 38 7 FqIPTR @AW [T 5T SERIT | SSITe So XA T G2 (/e 7 5T (AR |
TS (@R BT FGF FCACR T N0 IS AT FILFT ©°6 O0F AR € (A1 491 2R | 45 a3 71=2e
TG4y | f5E OISt KT ST (1 AR, ARKFOIE FEEI (AT (1 7 AGHE FCR A1 | AFowe,
O BT NCF B 8 AIEGTE FAAL I GG T AACZ | (FICH AL ALAB® 200 Z0o AR TS
YR O] YIS SIS FT R AP | G TR0 AL WA N SAHCSCAT B AT T
AF | 28 T T BT AR 59, € G SO AR SIve Il TeFT FAe TACS! ¢oo N e
CRIGETS 2fStard TR | qrs AfEE =gt (ee MfFereifae, TR, Gt @ SIPpTE Sy SISSRITAH
SR WA ETNcs 0B biof B R0 N0 G MRS IRl | ALPE, (TR AT G ROTR A s
ToIge @ TEl ez zrng «ft @ 9w FE TR (9, g, IeR 3eEhR 8 S
BTSCAPR-AF T FTFCACR T2 AT B (0GR | FEBIH (AT e (GBI efotarey gy gt
AT FETTA-AGF T (2F#0 Cofi 2EACR | (AT MRS ARFSIT S_qWiw AR | TS T GRIGEIET
IT T FOSTF T (ST (ATZ TACST G AR | [t aifqmier = 20 2/wiw #1 @3 <iee S ¢ &e @@
FOUE AR (SN SHF FHE, AZTSIFIE 8 NCHR NSTLCANFR LB N3 TSEMIEICS SR | FCET
T I T 4@ AT T AR I (R |

TS (VAT AT (TEAF) SH-TRGS FEOTT (AW G2 Tod SNPIC A 10 Q@R | 7S 8
T Q03¢ Tfaaste aes #iReE ot AfedicT SfeaE pifee [eoe 2w Qifr Feoaw (6T o
TN EY | GAR AT N0 TR FOHT IV FICSH I FAC O, ARRFST @ (] | @ER T (TR TR
(T 39 3O, TTYT, FPPR TS TNF (O A% | A6 G AR FEBINA €3 FRAMT [T Fea
@eeTes 6 MR [ARRSTETe TG FHIF NS TR | PRI AR FTFHF D¢ 8 S AR
@32 GT T SN2 TG Qe Wig SO | @ K ETRIS Afe] FCo 271 i 40 A 4 | 97 2t
T-4AR O A ACAC | 5. O AR (NP e LI A ACR | 24 (BIed @ff wes sy,
Q. I 2T REIER T (EOPILE LSIEe 205 | AT GG (e (@t et =4ty Rt e 5 |
o8 (oora ZAR ¢ Tt qeard e | @I fNefeelsr 2iely o] A% e B S0 A ©f GG Hel FEe
G AT | TN I NIRRT SF =1l ACHT AN I ACACR | [ (0P G P Sy A OICorat
FFRIT TR SFGC (A A 1 | OnCS ([ R0ETl, G BN (34 PEerei@l™ (72 | @ T 6T Fifed
fals =2 | ffg 97 o Iv ET I8 TR @, 9F Rl Sy T ST (N SNl @R | G311
P Fors, RINea™d 8 MYUIWCE I A6 SFCLE Bl Wb FACe AW ST RETR @3 el | 756

SRR T (@PTFRIC SFOL (ST 7FT) BT W0 R | 456 S0 JAFEHIT ffGet oo =i

B



Vo

DI SILSIT A ToT THIB® ZC0R | TS (T (TR, =it fes g @It €9ea 3w T
fozraet =9l RIQIR | @3 FTeCT T PTGy A Sl w7 | AR FEHATE Ted WA ©f e
I8 T | @S FPOT (NI TN SAFIF "B FCACR |

S A TARE ST IPTRT I | AT SR TAFY ST ARG (712 | @31 [y s
STGICET T SAALTTF FAF0E TG AR | ST ST SWIRAT FIOT (IR S ACACR |
ST G0 SfoeTe Gt TaT W & fox (@I Bl AT A5 7ol Sais 1 27 At Froifas
TR QT i WA (ATF | (I AR QGT G2 Sfi5 8 (T I e A SLIY JIAF AL
fofq A wive e | RSt P @ (7, fof «2 IR e o T ARG
FAFIS TGS | 92 oA OB A (Tof6 ZFhRrmE e 2ifed 2@ FEoa (i@ Bae 1@
AT JGEY FE | [T 2RAE TFETACE ST 2 | GRONS TS @a{tad f#1e Piiog SFiv eI
wfeq e FEde AfFsitor [oe Afame Stay a6 5T T 27 | AN, Iaee PrEeEae
FERECE S bifee Ted @ ifaas Aeifes @ermR R #fwe sm, @@ Sreas 834 ¢ Wiy IWag3y
Ta 4 2 | 93 GPHEB0 NS “fbIfere 2 SIfRe @ [ SI9=IE SIS At | aFHie
Ted (@I TORITR FpAfeFIe U NS 14T avie e | [T ~[R0E TFRE ST A70E
VT R0 TS (FIAT GORPIS 7T 1 & | FEOHT (A @917 e aft =12 zeieg, Kot
AT (PICAT AAALGYTS A8 TG AGT OICS Y YT SEONA (A | 9ff 9 AF7 To7 g
IRIGIIEECE

% (T @ (@I ORI S GRS Rt TRT *CS Al AT G [THAE ST (iAW SiF uiE
AR | ARSTIAT (1 SRTSR ey Srara [F7 FC APV 2o SRR &fet 391 #1617 | faiifF s FP5-
TMGE ACEBACeS 92 [ ey qree! AE | b @ (@3 SR Srasl ©f 77 | AETH FEBTT
IR CTF 3¢-9 @RI ST YT A7 8 Fife im0 | 7o ga=ed [ifog 9o 217 ya @i 5iFa
SR T W H6F JCACR, (AIF FACR AT | @91 NoF Y- S-S [2eT AfFB | <ifeT (Bied @RI
TAIT (13 QST e | (NI QT A 0 82 T | (BF 1L O AR BT 2GS FE0S AR N
Qe & | € FEOT (A Aol (0 2cefG T W AATO A1, @2 T G Fifwe | Afe
BIFE TS 799 AP FU | (XY U3 TR AP G ©12 AT TIeT e S ST AR G IIETA
FICF TN FAT FCACR | @9 GO AN @R ML FPF (SR AR | AVIACE, @3 @ I
LT S N IS T FCACR FPEIA (AN To B |



S TS FETTT (AR SRR IEARCE qWe ZACT TMI AT S | Wi 4@ [fog (oI 8
GRCANG TEmITE I ST AR TWE BRGNS | A (oM™l AZ[ 9= @ fery @7t fe wea
93 SIS ARG I 2 | G0 FCHIANE IS 0O ANFNSAR (S 0 ST 27 5BAM (ATG | @ff
TP, PIT=F T DOATTT AT S AfReT 205¢ | AT T QTR fS QT NMEFFr SRS FCECRA | 9T (HICA
G foet 7 | A s (T o1 w7 @G wike Sl SEETT-97 310z | WiKFE, it o=y 936 ger e
ARSI THTOA FPOT (NI TS 2T | ST [OF € FIAT ALFITENS 3o TR TS (FIF3A
R | BT (AF TR adel SfmaEd «Ffs B (o™l Wega SHomE FNeed SARe ZE |
SIHAFOIE, Soqlb BN 20e T 7M@Z T4 26! | 7€, TMaway fFaael Siewe@d wel (530 Bed Je761, ATo
(P! (PP (73 | [5G FEOT (AT TSI |

TS FIFC! FROTT IFSAT (ATF TS @ KR (ST (SR (SO ZS 030 (S (FIFI TFIF I
SfFed O € TFe AT (@F FAR & &Elo A7 ¢ | 2ffert e=q [fraareigens 8 exy a=ime
ST LT A GioF (BT FIRCIBRCS (@[ T4 =7 | TS Tood @EITEN F1 2 TEH 9P
(R T | GFC FPOTA (ANTTAE SAARIBIETRPe e (72 27 (Grbd Ny AL O ToifFe AFa
T | ToF Afovia gt RUATE W3 e Gieem (I T3A! piTe ¢ Ty oo @) T4 (@FPeed
SR TSN TR | O I AR (@A SN2 ©f $77 S 07 I@0e & | 97 & 26-¢o AT oS
(TP TG AT YCA FCT AFO (FICFRCT AR (7 T 79 | (A& T G AT AG;AT (90T 1 |
JETIA (AT @ R [ (@I A=weT et AR 6 97 o Afor (1R | 88 Gt o2 *Mief |MR Svre
M | NI 9@ @ T AN G GITH JACST AR Yo (& (FICHE SR NG G- a1 7 | 61 K4 7l
« T G GCHF ToT I 2 & | (STETF (S04 e SRg «3 TEIT (FIF2 AP S G-l
J130q | @fb 7wz T 932 [T (B0 I7Z! T4 G (FIIRR AP (q7 341 HIGRI B T ©f 720&
QIR AR | QLT IR K (ovifaced A6 927 36 | 917 @ Jo a3 GIEmd G s
A PR | (P2 CRIEA MNP @ PGS (Top MR FEEIT (A ¢ ONe SHHe | GE 1610 9
VAT IF(6 (@I T 0O 2ICF | 93 AT (I IS MR N0 A7 1 (*Q0F AR SN -iiferss,

AT @ S N0 FrToreR TTeT el CFTa AWIReT VT IR | K T WWWWI
(4 Waaﬁ‘ﬁwef@ﬁ/—mzﬁvw\m) 1 D :




Yjﬁﬁs @4 8 GRGEN @Y IfF TIGMA ¢ fRATTFEE IRET IOTT FPON (NN AR

T | WK e 8 wf A (e (KAl W @ @ @9 w8 el FesmifE Afbifre 2@
SCR | SCs, AerE-feaeid AFhe (AT ([T FA ALbTS FRITSR (RS IR @0 FIGI A=Y
AfSTEId Q4T AR | ©I2 IO SAGAC ity f[ifm =10y, @i ¢ RKeaf* arfiom @ =1y =07,
W, (FFITR TG 8 A 261 @R SRy, s, sdaifs, et e Mfds wd meea @
SR FIe T [0 T @FP (AR | ARTET N [ Sy (Aeehe FRo-9F @ft 737 ofv |
gerfer Fdle Jfmce e dfewfren sfia jE qR wepfre fwrer s e @
T -QTACFPICTHL. ISAF FPOA (AR 6T W | (F4 I[N ¢ e Ayos 7T *if& T 9 |
TS I ST ST 0, (O] SCAFOI STy TS AIerd LA, FHALFI @ g epiiea wamiw
WWWW@WWCWW?@WM%W@WWWW
FEB (ANCANT LTS (BT FATGICIR N GTACR | S¥eT, S0, SO 0T, Wecwﬁ—w
B TSI AN BT QTR | GIBT T A AT IR (, (FICT (AT IO (T GIRA=IS 72617 '8
Sf T IR ACE | QTS (@ (@I [Fear of Sigeiifos Ko Srare 77 | IR 7T qEIR THTe[ 82[F Tod
AT 8 2AA SCETIFS =T TR 827 (&I W |

- (FT4F ©, N2 A, TRIAREEAF, SOOI (W] € one AW

I.H




l..| ..-||... = .“.hlr.r .,.lr--.“-.. £ ._.,. % = ; 3
Dhpm ey —t .mn-.h .”. -
- " - .ld”... s L g R ;







l..| ..-||... = .“.hlr.r .,.lr--.“-.. £ ._.,. % = ; 3
Dhpm ey —t .mn-.h .”. -
- " - .ld”... s L g R ;







FEOTA (NTA € SV (VST &7 (BRGNS
FTI TG T 8 fSZ0od Ty SO AT (@IS
TeT Viiipele @G [oea 1l | PO AW
e FE ZCA! oW ger-qifaey Sive s
ACH T (GBS S2hel gfoze 8 famad,
MEFICE WA qerE Fife efecy, e
Irfece SeRIfe 8 STy (qEN-TGES S
TALG @ Sy FPOII N?RIMCLR CFCA [T
IAGT  ARGET @I FPEPI-RGES Nl
Torawife 8 Sww 2B | Tefe 1<, AmiE W,
TME @ WY S (GBI THBT TR HIETTRE
PO A TUEIDT G (TR AT @9 A&
AT AN GG® g MAF (ISP
FCOATS (@SR F(E T3 TS G FCACR
FECI (NI | BB olfeal Fee TS
TAbe e wPped R WAR @I MY
IEEERRGRIEGIR

B T 4




2038-305¢ TR LW (NEW FET
GRvEAREE [foy wfemm vvo.cr @& =
5T T FRCR AR T Srrd.05 (@G Bipl | oTo
50.33.%0%8 SIfftd TWA® *ITGEME AT IoF
AT EE TR0 I @ PereE zee
S SQ-446 FREGT W EeeE wAl
ARSBIC T NTHBA QA #tel =7 el
e :3.¢o (@ Bl T 80 (@G 7 WG
HCACR FPOI (AN |

BG-048 30640 GACAGT MG T (Tod (AT
0R.0%.205¢ I .05 (FI BIFI YT L (Fe
Ff G2 2¢.5%.2058 SIfFTY A GFT I O
o sfeim RO IO (TN vo.qy (TG
BT TR .0 @6 T, 0.2 &I BT yeEE
R T @R ¢.¢5 @I TIFE IAETTH 7l oS
Srgacary | @2 e sfasre w7 e @f-Rmt 3gr
TS FIG AR HIREAG @ A AGIS I
e | @ 959w Fed Nfes = v Stad
SN (XS] G, (F. CIREM ACNF (@SF I 2
8 OFF RFCa 750 I (oM SN Ad Far
T | o0 ey ‘oFna Sfen ke «ife
(PICACR | ARG IR (TR A AF0 NS
09.08.205¢ SIfftd 2eFe Te CX-049 FI3GA
TG FN© 588 (F&T ST AT LGS TR
BT TS 32 (Ffe 7 Taig 57 2T |

TG @ AR TS (GG AABBE AN Eow
FE AFSTATT 2058-205¢ TR dob TIH
TS (@I I T 96 @M T4 IR
G R [2eta oM e Wd ST R0 |




@ e S AGFFS T @R @F-REN W o 1 s
TR AT TG S8 TN AW Tl i R
JAACR | :

ASEI6F FI2WBT AL (AWHF A6 et
SEHEM ST #eTH FA0E FPEIA (NN | TS
3¢.ob.20%8 ©ffftd (Ao WA fofere
AR QFee A 7 8 Fferayrer saif
MG (&I BT YT Gl e g3 Aeeaf=re
fafsre Cmid ICa IPOIT (AW | ©5.0.2058
SIfFed AR T(e SIS OFEH I@F IR (AE AR
oM 92 (I Bl JenCe ©iFey #f Taie Fal
TF | 50.35.2038 TSIy TR «@F TAT MR
SifRTes g™, FeiEd e e I @3
0¢.0b.205¢ IR FARTERRNT qFeH A@R
56 =0 iR o GOl RIS GBI AT
W 2038-205¢ TREF AT da.¢ @I 5=
IR Rl @l w539 G2 SRR AR &ioe
R SACETT Sy GIF @SF FCF AT T
RIS AR FEOTA (N |

BRI KGN R P&t A1 2@ e

ST AfSCAIfToR A ABrR TR Floa® ROR |

ST | 2058-205¢ WL Rl ey e @w=-

3, T, N2, THRE, (@ SIS (e 97w

I 5.v [ERE =6 «6F T4 | AoFFo

QI PTG SEPIHZ o1 0o IRl T 20K |

qTe SAEICEE R owfe o 2o | W@k}’_;:

O] FINEGE “IFh IR Todeae fNoare

(Z | OIAbECT Wy et ﬁmﬁw\:—-—'

TR AR T -‘,.,b‘ ----- =

mwwerﬁmﬁmzrﬂmmw G

(OIRIBIETIN (RICY FEBTT (I @3 g TG

AT BNt SeAmE eifeuiete s S
qwqérrﬁmmwwmm|




T2 SO (A FOF ST 7 MG (FICF (ORIBIETICT qo+T TWHIio® =7 | Thorstream =TI
QRIS NG ST (AF 80fFE FTHEANE WS I (ST @6 BIAC (otera AN fifdrs sz
(I I T R | FEBI AT Fo [PTGTARNT QR @il (GF5R THIREORCS Tl AP
AT (FI A eifie 2R | @ A wfvwes sRaw afendiv qarg | (Reife o7 fTom
ERa))

2058-205¢ LAY FPCTT (W YL HPTCAT TSR b, ¢ (@I BT a4 94 5P FACR |
QLI ST TR JACIT, TSHI, HAE, IR ¢ FeTod DIy Gaze 263 [fog o34 | 3 LR
AP T A LSRN | SFCHF &F© @elfed ¢ WA U T GFY M7 SIS 2T+ FAC ©f
GAICEA S NG A0 20T WG | Nasieas 1 eq04a @ Ae bleTle] NBep T Sela1g)

TR 8 FN eyEs RPIed
SRS AR FEBI (A |

2058-205¢ WA= ffog IO 2SH @
PO oA RS (NE™ Ty
ARBIETIE T JfAfErFeT ARMIAFS B
AR o (FI BIFR Aery Fife TAeiv Feace
PO (ACTWAT | QN SrgHeqy =eTl-
@A FPoN e e feree bifers
223+ BIET & Yo (T B, W& FH5H
QA M TEe &% AR B AT
faviterzer FheTa 2efb v & 2 @It GE
e FIfE, @FZ FEBA A e AEARFS
it ffm 53 1S e GG sfieerg =
I QFERIfeT M AEFe Afers &R
@I B qrerT s Twdiibe = | @A
FPGY REA ¥C® Bearing Housing (Aol
Ball Bearing Srsmifes si<gey s wess
qerE FIE W 038 A GENiz AT
Bearing Housing @< Ball Bearing (¥R
Srmiage Soft BE AdrF T A [¢o
IG= B9 Ball Bearing (<1¥ee Sifsfae: e
I G Sfofe AT A AACR 5.¢
I BT |

IPON e Wizt wwensm o e
CAFART @eNedd B 5j4F BT o.q¢ (T
BT OF FIG THHITS 2T | 2 IO ZISHT
- @ feRiRgee® semifERE ¢ufs seo

09



it T wweliktEe gy e
(MO AW 2 A 9T T T g
gifere 27 | @ @ IMIESRE T
5 AIEE I 7 wEN eqiTd W 0w
o Rl @ wes 2re AT SmkEces 6
B T G@1 Z0E, WA WS SfHFed SHiad A4
T THAIoT €@ AR-AIRY WRelted S0 one F0
S T (e IW,WﬁﬁNW
YEAPFS G0 FACLT DI BT (AF
TGAICS W5F I = | ATS Ub A1 SIFF Ao TS
e 27 |

FRGIA (AEHIF SWE Gt aigo@ for, il afes
Feo b e w9 «fge T wwife B e
IS GRS I Owe Fd 0.¢8 (I BIFiT qrers
HIFq O TWHIo® 27 |

et ¢ qreq ooy ([fsr f5/f&fr f#5) smwifaa €
CFE AMNT AFfe ¢ euy AW woTey (AT
SrEMIEFe 94f6 B 20 ve.8¢ (I B wfefe
B AT M S 2E0Z | RS 2030-2058 WL
Y 29T b WOT (@ 33,63 (I TR @ €[0T 2
“ip Rt 5,950 mﬁ‘WWWN
SF 9T NEER AOPF PRI Ioq JRRHH G2

AT AMAFS 33,08y (FIB BIFl YT AT T é
TS A 2,38 (@I BrER AT AW AR | 93
e ¢ TPON O, BUAINT NN Sumic W i
TR [T e ¢ wifEie 2P Arear RIS

21T 803 (TG BT AETH FT RCACR | : ‘i

AR NG SFFAMASSNRE A ‘W

QTR (e ST swe 8 @ @ e ®!
| IPET (MR SO IS | ICTT AT |
chwwﬁﬁamaw@aq—a i
557 fES0 T4 2T | (IR TRM QrIpifas 9N @3
o AfSHH ST & 32 @I, Gt @ @
. T g0 qTT efev M &R .30 (M
P e TeIfRgaE o1, N @St aree ofs
B oW(S AT .90 (F DFE IGH FIFF 97 SHHlt

|
!1

'ﬂ

-3
;ﬂ
a8

C



B TACR | 9.08.205¢ SIfCY HIANY Rz
wfsFeeAe e @eTier 20 7@ i wrmife At
W (RS Rerwa g 36 Frere epemz ».09
I Bl AETF 0,84¢ @& Pifr wiar wIios T4
TR | G, FEAG N @3 q0eT Ao one
A AT OY TF DIFE G FIeT ©AT SWHIoT F4
AR |

08.09.203¢ ST GPIRT PO THBL (&T.)
&1.-a9 S 70O 20 (@I BIFT WAT 5T
S #{0] W T T | B #AC WA SR
frgarre [feg e BT Atera A 6! ¢
(T | AW 47 T& IANT T € Ffodpq
Qe 07 ACRETeFIT I AR | GF2 SIEe
GRI @GN, (. SCTRGH-GT A O [T
AR WY BCARGNH 0y SGF FAT FRUR |

ol ool o9 «fG Wi s SRy cargerr
(IR TAfs 9 e 2R | G SETTY G
Jo0b A ETPiEee @ Mfee @ e Smif
FE I ATH@ O TR (FICT DI 2Tl
FEEE | T S iR TR 8%
ST =oF Fa IR (™ | [’ ffewrs
T8 FCI Lo F41 = |

TO IS WET M N9jSCd  (BIFIBIET 8
IR GfCe AP SO FPOTA (AW
fafey wifeas wits zrwe Sfos Rmf ek |
Qe Q0T [N TSI GBS, v
A 8 G GG ACCRA | 0> 795, 058
AT TG TAGF @R OF FTE IR (&S
72 @I e % BIFl Je SO 73t 17
T&IG 6T FPOTA (NETW | OF3 I b LA
ST 0.¢ @B B YW ARSI 2o
QT Q0 SfoeTe FfS 20 6T FCF FPOIA



el | @% e Ay 0 @i 68 AMMere WMo PR AfRDEeT S0 PR |
SIS So «fel Yod¢ SIRTY Wit fPre Fibe U3t @ 2re yFew AR ¢ T SR
A Refe Afaer ARSI toft (oI @eR I IPON (Nl | 8 Rl Aeifieey @ w1
S{l] AN FoCF (I Werer=i@ (riee L = | SCerey (&, Sl S (S A& SAAACE A §ew
& 1 o Aforx MR Gy ST AN GF0 AT AR T RCACR | GIRAIBEICT 2ATAR @ e feaf
TIRE SCId TMF FPIEF ACLE IS TR ATCZ | IR PREIR @PFES =6o Ms. Ryang Sun Hwa
TCR GFe Ted (IR s [t 2fawer @9 Sress SIkEt € SEHIeTR S5 FCE IPoIT

NI | TR R @I @I aeifiE @ AT 99 S0P SA[NG ot [T ST [iog
AT NI ST ST FIOo, ©F ALY FPOT (ATART GFNCFRICTT FIIGNT T Seifo®
-@3WWWWCWWWWW9@W|

AIET A< FPOTA-AGFE Siferaife 8 S SHaBeTs A S s 8 s et AT,

q oﬁaﬁwwﬁww GRS I S FFAPEW 8 AT FRE Afore T
WWW@W|WWWWWWW%W
WWeWWm«mWwﬁaﬁmWﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁrww
L" ] SIele ARCR | NS e 8 AY(E TS IPON (NN OF FACHAE T8 2ifae @
WJ@WW|WWWWWWWWW¢@WQ%WWW

1 h: Kig W$WCWHW%¥W@WWWWWQWQ?
1 M#’ mam &3?@@H@WWWW&@NW|

g" 4| L/ e

R e = . - L . 3
‘I. _—- oy . - e i

- 1T CIOTS! ARG, W@Wﬁﬁm Wm!mw&ma

j |



Bangladesh Country Report to RILO AP, 2014
Dr. Moinul Khan




83

Introduction

Bangladesh’s close geographical proximity to South Asia and South-East Asian regions often
draws attention due to its strategic location and at the same time vulnerability to smuggling and
illegal trade. Throughout the past decades, Bangladesh embraced and made its smooth pathway
to liberal economic policies with the priority given to greater trade facilitation to achieve a higher
growth and faster socio-economic development. As a consequence of these policies, the country
also witnessed a sharp rise in illegal and informal trade activities due to the demands of both
domestic and neighbouring markets. Given the locational peculiarities, Bangladesh also tried to
provide gridlock surveillance on the network of offenders and criminal attempts. As the first line of
defense at the borders, Bangladesh Customs and Customs Intelligence have stood as prime
pillars along with other law enforcing agencies of the country against such smuggling. In recent
times, a more upward trend of detection, seizure and arrest shows the continuous efforts and the
successes of this surveillance. This paper gives an indication of recent routes, trends, and
patterns of the major smuggling activities of Bangladesh and provides an overview on the
enforcement to stop such smuggling attempts.
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Drug Trafficking

Although Bangladesh is not basically a drug producing country, it has remained vulnerable to drug
trafficking. It is mainly due to its geographical location as it stands in the cradle of the largest
producers of heroin and hashish, the Golden Triangle and Golden Crescent. Apart from its
proximity to that zone, Bangladesh is surrounded from three sides by India, which is considered
as porous border. Such location has made itself exposed to trafficking of illegal goods including
drugs. For example, phensedyl, one of most threatening drugs for Bangladesh, is produced in
India for cough treatment. However, this syrup with abnormally high codeine is used as drug by
many young people in Bangladesh and causing a major problem in the society. The other recent
trend is the trafficking of yaba which mainly come from another neighbor Myanmar. A huge
quantity of yaba has been seized while being smuggling into the country from the other side of the
borders. While in most of the cases of yaba trafficking, the origin has been found Myanmar, in
some cases the yaba tablets came through the Indian borders from Myanmar mainly to
camouflage the routes. The Department of Narcotics Control Department is a leading agency for
preventing such trafficking. This agency seized 14347 bottles of phensydyl in 2014 (till July) while
2,70,856 pieces of yaba tablets in the same period. Other agencies including Border Guard
Bangladesh and Police also seized the smuggled drugs with approximately similar figures.

Bangladesh Customs has, of late, given emphasis to seizure and arrest with regard to illicit drug
trafficking. On 9 March 2014, Customs officials recovered 8 kg of heroin from the foreign postal
office of Sylhet. The parcel was sent from Pakistan using the postal service. The moistened
surface of the packets grew suspicion to the customs officers who worked at the station. The
consignment came into four master parcels which contained eight bags made of cloth. Within
these bags there were 442 mini packets containing the heroin secured in the foam cover lining.
The market value of the seized heroin was estimated at Tk. 80 million. It is one of the largest drug
seizures of the current year (2014). On preliminary inquiry, it was found that the sender used fake
identity of both the sender and the recipient. A detailed investigation has now been underway by
the police.
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|
Heroin recovered from parcel by Bangladesh Customs on 9 March 2014

As the country is witnessing increased challenges of trafficking of drugs the Government of
Bangladesh is trying to develop efficient strategies to protect the borders against the violations by
the traffickers and the offenders. Efforts are underway to adopt a comprehensive approach to
reduce the supply as well as the demand of the drugs by enacting laws, engaging more agencies
and organizations and securing its borders and coasts by increasing surveillance, as well as
seeking the active cooperation of its neighbors and the international community. An awareness
programmes are also given due importance to check the internal demands for drugs.

Gold Smuggling in Bangladesh

In 2013-2014 Fiscal year, there was an unprecedented seizure of gold at different airports of the
country. A total of 565.75 KG gold was alone seized by the officials of Customs Intelligence and
Investigation Directorate whereas the amount was only 5.56 KG in the 2012-13 year. Other
agencies of Customs also seized the smuggled gold in the same way. Bangladesh is witnessing a
huge leap in gold smuggling which resulted mainly from the rise of import duty on gold in India
from 3 to 10% in 2013. It is evident from the seizure records that almost each and every day gold
haul has become quite common at the international airports of the country. More than 100 major
cases of gold smuggling have been detected by Customs. Recovery of 105 kg of gold worth of TK.
450 million on 26 April 2014 was one of the largest in terms of both the quantity and value in the
current year.

According to the intelligence reports, this illicit import of gold is mainly intended for the market of
India using the porous borders. Bangladesh has been tried by the transnational groups as a transit
point to smuggle such precious metal to the neighboring country. Different law enforcement
agencies have often seized smuggled gold and detained many people while crossing the borders
with gold. Indian agencies are also reported to have seized gold on their side while illegally
trafficking from Bangladesh. Such seizure and arrest in the borders indicate that the main
destination of such smuggled gold is Indian market.

-
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Although there is no exact study of gold consumption in Bangladesh but the figure is estimated at
5 tons a year. However, there was no legal import during the last five years. It is believed a portion
of the smuggled gold is being left behind in the domestic market to meet the internal demand.
Local jewelers also rely on the gold brought by the expatriates who are allowed to bring 200
grams of gold bars on payment of taxes under baggage facility. However, before the tax was only
Tk. 150 per 11.664 grams (whereas it is about Tk. 4000 in India) which helped to accumulate
inside the country and then to smuggle out to the neighboring country. In the current fiscal year,
the government has raised the tax from Tk. 150 to Tk 3000 for the same amount mainly to match
for the Indian tax. This measure has largely put a check on the trend of smuggling of gold brought
under baggage facility. However, the smuggling under concealment has still remained a major
concern.

Pictures of gold bars seized by
the officials of Customs
Intelligence in various operations
at the airports.

Case Study

On 26th April 2014, Officials of Customs Intelligence seized 105 KG gold
from the toilet chambers of an aircraft. Acting on a specific intelligence
input, a group of officials rummaged the aircraft which came from Dubai.
Officers got the information that one aircraft mechanic assistant was
involved in the smuggling bid. After identifying him, the officials took hold
of his mobile phone and found some short messages which provided the
direction of the hidden gold. After a relentless five-hour close inspection
of the aircraft, officials were successful in seizing 904 pieces of gold bar
hidden inside the chambers of seven separate toilets of the aircraft. It
was the largest gold haul of the year 2014 valued at Tk. 450 million. The
gold bars were stitched with clothes.

Most of the smuggled gold was seized in bricks, bars and biscuits format.
Due to the increased surveillance by Customs, the offenders are trying
develop new techniques to conceal the smuggling of this precious metal.
Customs officials are also at par with them while detecting this smuggling.
Some of the concealment methods include disguising the gold inside the




walls of machinery chambers, microwave oven, multimedia projectors, motor of exhaust fans, pens,
wrist watches and pasting with scotch tape along the ankles and the waist. Further to this vein is that
they have made every effort to conceal the metal to make sure that it is not visible in the customs
scanning machines. In last couple of months, there were cases where gold was seized from small
packets tightened with thick tape and coated with different chemicals and colours. This clearly indicates
the camouflage which was applied to hide the gold.

The other issue is that the offenders have sometimes used aircraft body to conceal the gold. In that
process, some of the employees working at the airports are susceptible to connivance to clear the
smuggled gold out of the ports. In two major incidents on 24 July 2013 and 26 April 2014, the carrier
aircraft was believed to have been used in such connivance. A police investigation has been going on
to find out the culprits. Another issue relating to such smuggling is that in most of the cases it was found
that the arrestees are not the actual owner. They are poor expatriates who bring smuggled gold into the
country on payment of some money. In some cases, they carried the gold inside their baggage on good
faith without knowing it. The offenders often use their simplicity in such smuggling and try to remain
unseen.

r‘ ; Currency Smuggling
— - - ‘ There is an upward trend of smuggling of currency notes as more consignments
L 3. of currency are being seized by the officials of Bangladesh Customs. On 29 April
2014 the biggest ever haul of Indian currency with the face value of Rs. 65
million rupees were recovered from the Airfreight Unit of Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport. As many as fifteen major cases have been detected by the
officials of Customs Intelligence this year and 60% of the seized currencies were
® Indian Rupees. In many of the cases, the carriers were also arrested. Different
concealment methods were also used through baggage and parcels.
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From the cases, it was found that the seized currencies were originated from
Pakistan. Frequent seizure of Indian Rupees has intensified the suspicion that
Bangladesh is often tried as a route to smuggle the counterfeit currency to India.
' According to the intelligence reports, most of this Indian Currency Note (FICN) is
printed in sophisticated machines. The quality of the FICN is so high that it is
often difficult to ascertain its genuineness with the naked eye. Officials of
Bangladesh Customs only make an informed guess from the seized notes of the
bundles with the same number on them. Bangladesh does not have any
sophisticated device available to test and certify its genuineness. As a result, all
the currencies, deemed fake, are being deposited with the central bank which
finds it difficult to dispose them off. According to the provisions of the customs
laws, the import of fake currency is illegal and subject to seizure. However,
unless it is tested and certified, the Customs cannot consent to destroy them.
Customs Intelligence is exploring to seek assistance in this regard.




Photos of seized FICN by the officials of Customs Intelligence

Tobacco and other smuggling

Bangladesh is one of the largest tobacco consuming countries of the world. Over 58% of men and
29% of women use some form of tobacco. Given the high levels of tobacco uses, Bangladesh
faces an upward trend in tobacco smuggling of foreign branded cigarettes coming through land,
sea and air ways. The availability of foreign made brands in local markets risked the domestic
tobacco industries to an unparallel competition as most smuggled cigarettes are entering in the
black market without paying taxes and avoid legal compliances. It is important to note that taxes
on tobacco form one of the highest sources for domestic revenue. Considering this, Bangladesh
Customs has also intensified its drive to check such smuggling. In the period from October 2013
to September 2014, Customs Intelligence seized 18043 cartons of foreign cigarettes worth of Tk.
30.06 million. From the seizures, it was found that most of these cigarettes come from UAE,
Singapore, Thailand and Hong Kong. The brands include Essey, Dunhill, Black, and Benson &
Hedges.



Photos showing seized smuggled cigarettes

Throughout the year of 2014, similar
efforts have been taken up to stop
other forms of illegal trafficking of
contrabands and  counterfeited
items. Customs Intelligence seized
several consignments including fake
mobile sets, unauthorized medicines
and alcohols. Most of them came
from China, Singapore and Turkey.
Recently, an import of huge quantity
of low graded infusion sets was
found in an investigation by the Cus-
toms Intelligence officials. The value
of those infusion sets was estimated
at about Tk. 200 million.

«
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Photos Of Seized Smuggled Mobile Phone

Commercial Fraud
Besides the illicit trade, commercial fraud is another area of concern for Bangladesh Customs. It

has usually taken place in many forms with the primary aim of evading payment of duties or
avoiding regulatory provisions of the country. The scope of commercial fraud also includes gaining
illegal commercial advantages and in some cases trade based money laundering. Many of the
fraudulent cases are related to valuation, description, quality, quantity and classification. Customs
officials have intensified enforcement in all the ports where large quantities of commercial goods
are being imported on a regular basis. It has developed an internal risk assessment system and
considers the problem of fraudulent practices as one of its priorities in its prevention functions.
Customs Intelligence initiated about 770 such cases where about Tk. 471 million additional taxes
were due.

Conclusion
Bangladesh Customs is playing a vital role in preventing outright smuggling and commercial

fraudulent attempts. As most of the time, the country is being tried as a transit route to smuggle
goods to its neighboring countries, it has tightened its vigilances and increased its checks in the
major customs points. To reduce the risk of smuggling, Customs officials have taken holistic and
multi-pronged  approaches  through  capacity-building, intelligence-gathering  and
information-sharing among the local and international networks for a better coordination. To
achieve the aim of better performance in anti smuggling activities Bangladesh Customs
particularly Customs Intelligence are working closely in liaison with concerned agencies both
within and the beyond the borders. Finally, Customs Intelligence believes a better coordination is a
must for an effective surveillance and enforcement.

- Author Dr. Moinul Khan, Director General, Customs Intelligence and Investigation Directorate
(This report was prepared and read out at the 26th National Contact Point (NCP) Meeting of RILO AP held
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in 11-13 November 2014)
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The Importance of
Intelligence for Customs

Andrew Allan
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Customs Intelligence
Modern customs administrations all have an Intelligence section, but where should it sit, and how
should it operate? Normally the Intelligence section will form part of an ‘Enforcement Directorate’.
The below diagram shows a typical Enforcement Directorate and its components. You will see some
differences in the diagram to what is currently in place at the NBR/ customs, as Intelligence and
Investigation are combined at present. Also you will see there is an ‘Anti-Smuggling’ section, these
are mobile units used for targeted interceptions, risk management exercises, investigations support
and other front line compliance activities. Also typically within an Enforcement Directorate, are Risk
Management and Post clearance Audit. Intelligence is a largely centralized function, but with Intelli-
gence liaison officers at key locations to work with local officers, stakeholders and other Govt. agen-
cies.
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Smuggling

Investigation
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Intelligence
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Risk Post
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Why do we need Intelligence?

The volumes of goods and passengers crossing borders in this more connected world, means that
customs officers must be ‘selective’ on what or who they intercept, as it is impossible to look at eve-
rything. Modern trade demands also place an obligation on customs, and other border agencies, to
be more selective; compliant trade rightly expects to be rewarded for that compliance, and expects
customs departments to provide a level playing field for trade by penalizing the non-compliant. This
‘level playing field’ is important, not just to make sure trade is conducted fairly, but to ensure the
maximum amount of available revenue is collected, to reduce costs to trade, reduce costs of goods
to the consumer (YOU!), but to also make a country more competitive for investors, which creates
jobs, and grows the economy. Quite a responsibility!

This situation has meant that customs administrations around the world are implementing Risk
Management strategies to enable them to identify Risk, and Treat risk. This will not be news to many
reading this article, but here in Bangladesh, Risk currently remains largely unidentified, with empha-
sis on officers applying there own personal ‘risk management’ when determining what or who to look
at. Now, many officers are experienced, and can do this with a reasonable success rate, but it



remains on an individual level, and so is less efficient, and is generally lost when the officer retires
or rotates to new post. It also means that treatment of ‘risk’ is uneven, and the non-compliant have
a reasonable chance of evading customs control.

To become more efficient at identifying and treating ‘risk’, organizations such as the NBR need to
develop Intelligence sections, along modern principles, as part of their Enforcement arms. In the
NBR, this will likely mean the development of Intelligence sections in Customs, VAT and Revenue.
Each departments Intelligence section would feed into their respective Risk Management Units, to
promote compliance through better targeted interventions. Further than that though, these separate
intelligence units will share data to allow the NBR to better address all of its’ ‘risks’.

What is Intelligence?

So now we understand better why we need it, what exactly is it? The World Customs Organization
offers a high level definition as:

* “A product, derived from the collection and processing of relevant information, which
acts as a basis for user decision-making.”

Under this high level definition are three type of Intelligence, defined by the WCO as:

» Strategic - “An intelligence product, which supports policy makers in formulating and
implementing the high-level aims, objectives, policies and plans of Customs.” At a stra-
tegic level, policy makers need intelligence about new and changing threats or opportunities,
to help them make decisions about the strategic positioning of Customs within Government.

» Tactical — “An intelligence product, which supports national and local managers of
front-line units in planning activity and deploying resources to achieve operational
objectives.” At a tactical level, managers need intelligenceabout new or changing patterns of
compliance to support decisions about how to target frontline resources in the most effective
way.

* Operational — “An intelligence product, which supports frontline units in taking case-
specific action to achieve compliance or enforcement objectives.” At an operational
level, front-line units needintelligence about the activities, capabilities and intentions of specific
non-compliant individualsand businesses.

Intelligence assists decision makers, whether that be the Chairman of the Board, Members, Com-
missioners, or Revenue Officers, to make better informed decisions, whether this is through auto-
mated systems such as/ASYCUDA World in relation to selectivity, stopping a passenger at an
airport/ border crossing, deciding on legislative or developing strategic plans.
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Intelligence is a critical enabler for the rest of the Enforcement Directorate, providing them with the
necessary data to make informed decisions these units are all less efficient:

. Risk Management Unit
. Investigation

. PCA and

. Front-line units

Where does Intelligence come from?

Intelligence is derived from ‘information’, and information can come from a variety of sources. Below
is a basic example of what is referred to as the ‘Information Pool’.

A key source for the NBR/ customs Intelligence section, will be ASYCUDA World, which as moun-
tains of data to be mined. Intelligence analysts can be assigned ‘projects’, which could be a sector
of imports — classification codes — to research for anomalies — value/ description/ weights/ etc.

Customs Systems
(ASYCUDA)

e [nformation Pool <—

As seen from the diagram, there are multiple sources from where customs can get information,
which can then be analysed, graded and then disseminated. Information remains exactly that until
it can be analysed or assessed, its credibility needs to be determined or graded before being
disseminated and resources applied to deal with it.

Already mentioned, is ASYCUDA, but what about other sources of information?

. Front Line customs — It is vital that customs officers realise how important their role is in the
gathering of information for intelligence purposes. It may be the recording of suspicious vehi-
cle movements at a border, a document found during the inspection of a passengers bag-
gage, the correct recording of cargo examination details on ASYCUDA (inspection act), or
something noticed by PCA officers when at a traders premises. If an officer feels something
is suspicious, it should be noted on an Intel Report form, and sent to the Intelligence section.

. Human Intelligence (Humint) — this can be sources such as the trade, businessmen who
know their competitors are cheating and want a level playing field; concerned citizens who-



just want to do the right thing; persons seeking a reward for their information; criminals seek
ing to put their completion out of business. ‘Humint’ has to be carefully managed, and any
rewards only paid on a results basis.

. Review of Trade Data — this can be identifying value trends from internet sources; end of
year statement of companies; export data from other countries; chambers of commerce; etc.

. Other Govt. Agencies — inter agency cooperation is vital in the Intel arena, the NBR already
has VAT and Revenue with whom Customs can share data, but there are also other agencies
such as the BSTI, DGDA, Min of Agriculture, and more, who all may encounter goods illegally
imported or exported into/ out of Bangladesh. Customs Intelligence should establish links
and MoU with such agencies.

. Other Law Enforcement Agencies — a good example here would be the Border Guard;
Immigration; Airport Security; National Intelligence and the Military. The NBR should estab-
lish liaison links with other agencies, along with MoU on the sharing of intelligence. In an age
of increasing international crime and terrorism, customs has a vital role to play.

. Other Nations — The WCO promotes international cooperation on enforcement issues (see
later section on CEN), and the NBR should proactively seek to develop Customs Coopera-
tion MoU with neighbouring countries, and its main trading partners.

The development of an Intelligence Section should be coupled with an ‘outreach’ plan, for the edu-
cation of officers and stakeholders (including the private sector) and to inform the public on how to
share information with the Intelligence Section, and on how such information is protected, a major
concern for private sector informants and members of the public.

So what do we do with this information?

The Intelligence Cycle
Intelligence units are not passive, sitting waiting for information to arrive in their laps, they should
focus their activities on the priorities of the administration, which in almost all countries falls into two
categories, ‘revenue’ — reduction of evasion and smuggling and ‘Protection of Society’ — narcotics,
firearms, indecent/ obscene material, harmful substances, etc.
The Board will determine the priorities, based on national need,and
this gives the Intelligence unit its ‘Direction’.The ‘Collection’

Direction process should be planned. To ensure the most relevant sources of
information are selected.For ‘Processing’, the information is

m evaluated, collated, analysed and interpreted. As part of
the‘processing’ phase, the intelligence is graded, and this deter-

mines which users receive the product. Once processed, the intelli-
gence section will be responsible for ‘Dissemination’ (delivery) to
S the appropriate user. During the ‘Formal Review’, the intelligence
product is discussed to determine how useful it has been. This
feedback is critical for the ongoing intelligence process, as it allows
the Intelligence section to widen or narrow its focus to provide what
the end users need. '
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Grading Intelligence

There is a commonly used system for the grading of intelligence, aimed at helping decision makers
decide on how best to use it. The system is called the ‘5x5x5 System’, and it is used to show the
level of trust placed in the source of the information, and how highly the information is rated. For
example, the best possible intelligence would be graded A1. This grading system is also used as
part of documenting the information/ intelligence process. It is extremely important that the
information-to-intelligence process is properly documented. From the initial registering of the infor-
mation onto a specific form, to the recording of the analysis, grading and dissemination.

Source and information/intelligence evaluation to be completed by submitting officer

Source A B C D E
evaluation Always reliable Mostly reliable Sometimes reliable Unreliable Untested Source
; 1 2 3 4 5
!nformatlon/ Known to be Known personally Not konwn personally Cannot be Suspected
intelligence true without to the source butnot || to the source but judged to be false

evaluation reservation to the person reporting corroborated

Managing Intelligence

Intelligence is by its very nature ‘sensitive’, and so it must be managed through a series of protocols,
to ensure it does not fall into the wrong hands, do not forget, we may be dealing with personal or
business sensitive data. This is where the third ‘5’ in the above mentioned ‘5x5x5 system’ is used,
and below is an example of what those protocols could look like.

1 2 3 4 5
Default: Permits Permits Permits Permits
Permits dissemination to | dissemination to dissemination dissemination

dissemination Bangladesh  fforeign law enforce{ within originating but receiving
within the NBR non-prosecuting ment service/agency |agency to observe
Customs service parties. agencies. only: conditions as
and to other law specify reasons specified.

enforcement and

agencies as nternal recipient(s).

specified. Review period
must be set.

This culture of security extends to the operations of the Intelligence Section, their offices normally
have controlled access, biometric door locks for example, and only authorized officers should enter
them. Files and papers must always be locked away at the end of the day, a ‘clear desk policy’, with
hard drive back-ups secured in a safe.



The Customs Enforcement Network (CEN)

This is a WCO organization, focused on-assisting and connecting customs administrations. The

CEN offers software which can connect customs to worldwide seizure data, allowing the administra-

tion to understand trends, and data-mine for intelligence gathering purposes. The software is in

three parts:

. Global Customs Enforcement Network (CEN) — This acts a central repository for seizures
and offences, and includes photographs of concealments.

. National Customs Enforcement Network (nCEN) — nCEN enables administrations to manage
much of their enforcement data, seizures, and suspects in databases for analysis.

. Customs Enforcement Network Communication (CENcomm) — A web based platform provid-
ing the ability to communicate, exchange and disseminate information in a secure environ-

ment.
(For further information on CEN, see the WCO website — www.wcoomd.org)

- Author Andrew Allan, Team Leader, National Single Window, USAID Bangladesh Trade Facilita-
tion Activity (The views expressed herein are the sole responsibility of IBI International and do not
necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government)
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Enforcement of TRIPS Agreement and the
Role Customs Can Play in Detections and
Seizures of Infringement

Dr. Md Khairuzzaman Mozumder




Creators of ideas and knowledge require to have the right to prevent others from using their inven-
tions, designs or other creations, and to use that right to negotiate payment in return for others using
them. These rights are frequently referred to as ‘intellectual property rights’ (IPRs), and rules have
been devised and institutionalized by the international Community (the World Intellectual Property
Organization, for example). These rights take a number of forms. For example, books, paintings,
music, paintings etc. come under copyright, inventions can be patented, brand names and product
logos can be registered as trademarks.

As ideas and knowledge gradually became an increasingly important part of trade, the international
community felt the need to protect those rights internationally, and therefore to introduce the intel-
lectual property rules into the multilateral trading system. As part of the 1986-1994 Uruguay Round
of GATT negotiations, the Agreement on Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) was
concluded. The World Trade Organization’s (WTO’s) TRIPS Agreement establishes minimum levels
of protection that each country has to give to the intellectual property of other countries. Types of
rights covered under the TRIPS Agreement are copyright, trademarks, patents, geographical indica-
tions, industrial designs, layout design of integrated circuits, and undisclosed information including
trade secrets.
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The TRIPS Agreement covers five broad issues, which are highlighted below:

. How basic principles of the trading system and other international intellectual property agree
ments should be applied.

. How to give adequate protection to intellectual property rights

. How countries should enforce those rights adequately in their own territories

. How to settle disputes on intellectual property between members of the WTO

. Special transitional arrangements during the period when the new system is being intro
duced

The purpose of this paper is not to dwell on various nitty-gritties of the TRIPS Agreement, but to
focus only on one of those five broad issues; that is, to examine the performance of Bangladesh
Customs to enforce the TRIPS-related IPRs adequately. The paper will progress through highlight-
ing the enforcement provisions in TRIPS Agreement, the current state of TRIPS enforcement in
Bangladesh (especially in the context of the country enjoying a waiver), Bangladesh Customs’ role
in the enforcement of TRIPS provisions, the benefits available to the right holders, the current
instances of IPR infringement and apparent lack of appropriate initiatives from the rights holders,
and finally the possible role of Customs in enhancing detections and seizures of IPR infringement.

Enforcement provisions in TRIPS Agreement

Enacting legal provisions for the protection of the intellectual property rights would not be enough
unless there are also provisions that would ensure enforcement of such rights. Therefore, part Il of
the TRIPS Agreement deals with this particular aspect. Articles 41-61 under Part Ill of the Agree-
ment elaborates on how enforcement of such rights should be handled. This includes rules for
obtaining evidence, civil and administrative procedures and remedies (including fair and equitable
procedures, evidence, injunctions, damages and other penalties, right of information etc.), provi-
sional measures, special requirements related to border measures, and criminal procedures.

Section 4 under Chapter Ill delineates the special requirements to border measures, under which
the role of Customs comes to the fore. The TRIPS Agreement emphasizes that governments should
make sure that intellectual property rights holders can receive the assistance of Customs authorities
to prevent imports of counterfeit and pirated goods. The relevant measures under Section 4
(Articles 51-60) provides for suspension of release by Customs authorities (Article 51), Application
(Article 52), Security or equivalent assurance (Article 53), Notice of Suspension (Article 54), Dura-
tion of suspension (Article 55), Indemnification of the Importer and of the owner of the goods (Article
56), Right of Inspection and information (Article 57), Ex officio action (Article 58), Remedies (Article
59), and De Minimis imports (Article 60).

It should be noted that Part Il of the TRIPS Agreement contains only a general description of man-
datory and permissive provisions, but not detailed rules governing the application of such provi-
sions. These detailed rules are left to the countries themselves to devise. Enforcement issues are
becoming increasingly important as more countries enact laws which are generally TRIPs consist-
ent.
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Current state of TRIPS enforcement, in the context of Bangladesh waiver as LDCs

Although the obligations under TRIPS apply equally to all member states, however developing countries
and least development countries (LDCs) were allowed extra time to implement the applicable changes
to their national laws. The transition period for developing countries expired in 2005. But the transition
period for LDCs to implement TRIPS in general was extended to 2013, and for pharmaceutical patents
until 1 January 2016, with the possibility of further extension. However, the general waiver for LDCs did
not expire in 2013 and instead got further extended until 01 January 2021, and negotiations will soon be
on to extend the period for pharmaceutical patent waiver as well. There is no doubt that it is in the strate-
gic interest of LDCs to make maximum use of this flexibility available in TRIPS. Bangladesh has rightly
done so. The flexibility has allowed Bangladesh to become extremely competitive in many industrial
sectors, especially in the generic pharmaceutical sector. While enjoying such flexibility, Bangladesh has
not been sitting idle, and instead making rules and regulations to make it TRIPScompliant in the long
run.

Bangladesh has made significant development in terms of enacting laws and regulations to protect intel-
lectual property. Although laws in some minor areas, such as Utility Model, Plant Varieties and Farmers’
Rights Protection, Protection of Traditional Knowledge and Folklore, and Layout Designs (Topographic)
of Integrate Circuits etc., are still being drafted, in all the main areas of IPR, there are legislations in
place. Therefore, we can conclude that Bangladesh’s present IPR protection is well organized, as the
current laws mostly cover both with the general IPR issues, and the IPR issues under TRIPS. The laws
in place in Bangladesh to deal with both general IPR and the TRIPS IPR issues include-

. The Copyright Act, 2000

. The Patents and Designs Act, 1911
. The Trademarks Act, 2009

. The Customs Act, 1969

. The Seed Act, 1977

. The Consumers’ Right Protection Act, 2009 _

. The Competition Act, 2012 L»OL‘:()*E

'YL,
. The Geographical Indication (Gl) (Registration and-Protection)Act’2013

The protection of IPR issues in Bangladesh is mainly administered by two agencies, namely The
Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks under the Ministry of Industries, and the Copyright
Office under the Ministry of Cultural Affairs. However, for the enforcement of such laws, these agen-
cies also rely upon other government agencies. Of them, the Police, the Rapid Action Battalion
(RAB), and the Mobile Courts are more useful in relation to enforcement of local IPR issues. These
agencies are well coordinated and they demonstrate impressive advancement in deterring infringe-
ment of IPR issues and enforcing and protecting them.



But when it comes to the issue of enforcement of TRIPS provisions in relation tointérnati rade,™
the role of Customs assumes the paramount importance. Clause 109 of the Trademarks Act, 2009
authorizes the Customs officials to call for records and disclose the source of imported goods
prohibited under the Customs Act, 1969.

Bangladesh Customs’ role in the enforcement of TRIPS Agreement provisions

The National Board of Revenue has taken steps to incorporate the necessary provisions under its
Customs legislation. For example, Section 15-17 under Chapter IV (Prohibition and Restriction of
Importation and Exportation) of the Customs Act, 1969 provides the enforcement mechanism to
deal with the infringement of TRIPS provisions in relation to importation and exportation. Such
measures, as provided for under Section 15, are highlighted below:

“(d) goods having applied thereto a counterfeit trade mark within the meaning of the Penal
Code, 1860, or a false trade description within the meaning of the Trademarks Act, 2009;

(e) goods made or produced outside Bangladesh and having applied thereto any name or
trade mark, being or purporting to be the name or trade mark of any manufacturer, dealer or
trader in Bangladesh unless-

(i) the name or trade mark is, as to every application thereof, accompanied by a definite
indication of the goods having been made or produced in a place outside Bangladesh;
and

(i) the country in which that place is situated is in that indication shown in letters as
large and conspicuous as any letter in the name or trade mark, and in the same
language and character as the name or trade mark;

(9) goods made or produced outside Bangladesh and intended for sale, and having applied
thereto, a design in which copyright exists under the Patents And Designs Act, 1911 and in
respect of the class to which the goods belong and any fraudulent or obvious imitation of
such design except when the application of such design has been made with the license or
written consent of the registered proprietor of the design; and

(h) goods or items produced outside Bangladesh involving infringement of Copyright Act,
2000 or infringement of layout design of integrated circuit that are intended for sale or use for
commercial purposes within the territory of Bangladesh.”

Section 17 of the Act provides for detention and confiscation of goods imported or exported in
breach of Section 15. It says that “Where any goods are imported into or attempted to be exported
out of Bangladesh in violation of the provisions of Section 15 ... such goods shall, without prejudice
to any other penalty to which the offender may be liable under this Act, or any other law, be liable to
be detained and confiscated and shall be disposed of in such a manner as may be prescribed.”
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The penalty provisions for any infringement of such IPRs are also incorporated in the Customs Act
in Clause 9 under Section 156(1). According to Clause 9, for such violation or infringement in rela-
tion to an imported or exported goods, “such goods shall be liable to confiscation; and any person
concerned in the offence shall also be liable to a penalty not exceeding two times the value of the
goods”.

Since the mid-1990, Bangladesh Customs has come a long way from its original image of the princi-
pal revenue earning agency in the country. It has gradually been able to transform itself over the
years, as revenue collection has assumed a secondary importance. By performing duties at the
seaports, riverine ports, land ports and airports, Bangladesh Customs today plays a critically impor-
tant role in facilitating the economic growth in Bangladesh and the country’s overall development
through controlling the arrival and departure of goods, supervising and monitoring the goods clear-
ance process, and handling passengers and baggage. Its role has also been expanded to that of
enforcing myriads of national and international non-Customs legislations in order to deter their
infringement in international trade in relation to environmental, animal protection, public health,
national security, safety standards, drugs and narcotics, dangerous goods, regulation of foreign
currencies, and various other priorities. Enforcement of TRIPS provisions through deterring any
infringement of IPR issues in relation to imported or exported goods is one such added responsibil-
ity for Bangladesh Customs.

The legal provisions under the Customs Act described above allow Bangladesh Customs to inter-
cept any consignment, whether declared for import or export, which infringes the IPR provisions
currently in force in the country and are delineated in Section 15 of the Customs Act.

Benefits available to right holders

As discussed earlier, Section 4 under Chapter lll of the TRIPS Agreement provides for the proce-
dures concerning enforcement related to border measures. Such provisions also enable a right
holder to lodge an application for the suspension by the customs authorities of the release into free
circulation of such goods (Article 51). To do that, the right holders must have valid grounds for sus-
pecting that the importation or exportation of counterfeit trademark or pirated copyright goods may
take place. The right holders are also entitled to submit applications for suspension of customs
release of goods that involve other intellectual property rights (e.g., patents) provided that the
requirements of Articles 51 through 60 are satisfied.

Any right holder seeking to suspend the release of goods by customs authorities is "required to
provide adequate evidence to satisfy the competent authorities that, under the laws of the country
of importation, there is prima facie an infringement of the right holder’s intellectual property rights
and to supply a sufficiently detailed description of the goods to make them readily recognizable by
the customs authorities" (Article 52).

Another important issue under TRIPS that favours the right holders is that Customs must have the
authority to order the destruction or disposal of infringing goods. Of particular interest to the right
holders (e.g. the trademark owners) is a provision that bars the re-exportation of counterfeit trade



mark goods "in an unaltered state or subject them to a different customs procedure, other than in
exceptional circumstances" (Article 59). This implies that the only expected disposal procedure for
any confiscated goods would have to be destruction, and that Customs would not be able to dispose
them through auction.

Current instances of IPR infringement and apparent lack of appropriate initiatives from
rights holders

In Bangladesh, Customs at the border often makes detections of TRIPS infringement. Instances of
such infringement normally relate to importation of goods. Imported products that violate TRIPS
provisions are mostly counterfeit trademark goods or pirated copyright goods. There are no data-
base of detections by Customs of IPR infringement. Data gathered from secondary sources suggest
two well-known cases, namely Samsonite Corporation vs Moon Light Travels, and Kraft Foods
Globe Brands LLC. Vs IBN Sina Food Products Pvt. Ltd. In these cases, the law enforcement agen-
cies (RAB and Police respectively) seized counterfeit Samsonite travel bags and unpatented
Ibnsina Oranage Tang products on the basis of applications from the original right holders, namely
Samsonite Corporation (for Samsonite Travel Bags) and Kraft Foods Globe Brands LLC. (for Tang
Orange products).

In the absence of any reliable database, it is difficult to provide any statistics with regard to the
number of detections by Customs or to attempt any estimate as to the major categories of such
seizures over the years or the main country of origin of the infringed goods. However, from the
personal experience of the writer of this paper during his tenure of office at Chittagong Custom
House, it has been witnessed that China usually remains the main country of origin from where
goods suspected of infringing an IPR were sent. Other major countries of provenance are Thailand,
Hong Kong, Taiwan and United Arab Emirates.

The main categories of products that suffer mostly from such infringement and that Customs
officials often detect and seize included-

. Cosmetics and perfumes

. Toiletries

. Bags, wallets and purses

0 Clothing

. Watches,

. Pens

. Sunglasses

. Medicines and food supplement
. Cigarettes

. Toys
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It needs to be emphasized here that the actual instances of TRIPS infringement would be far higher
than the number of detections made by Customs at different ports (sea, land or air). The main factor
that contributes to such a dismal performance is the apparent lack of initiatives from the right hold-
ers. Even though the TRIPS Agreement provides adequate protection to the right holders, and
offers them a number of benefits, as highlighted in the preceding section, with regard to border
enforcement measures on IPR infringement, the truth of the matter is that the right holders seldom
approach Customs with applications for interception to impending import or export consignments
containing counterfeit trademark products or pirated copyright products.

The detections and seizures that Customs normally make, and are highlighted above, are mostly
done on its own. Precisely for this reason, it becomes very difficult for Customs to establish such
cases of infringement in the absence of the actual right holders to defend Customs, when the
alleged offenders take resorts to the courts. It even happens in many cases that Customs finds itself
in a position that it is forced to release the seized consignments in the end. In cases where the
offense is established, Customs usually dispose them off through destruction.

Role of Customs in enhancing detections and seizures of IPR infringement

Experience suggests that the detections and seizures related to IPR infringements are mostly done
by Customs officials posted in the field Customs offices, such as the Custom Houses. Customs
Intelligence officials, on the other hand, remain more engaged and busy in detecting cases of smug-
gling, contraband goods and illegal currency transfer. It is the humble opinion of this author that
should Customs intelligence gear up their enhanced focus on this particular aspect; that is, on
ensuring the enforcement of TRIPS provisions, the number of detections and seizures of IPR
infringement will see a manifold increase in the country. This would be so because, while the field
Customs officials are busy with their assessment and clearance tasks, and have very little time to
concentrate on anything else, Custom intelligence officials will be in a far better positon to do
enforcement operations with their inherent capacity to maintain appropriate vigilance and conduct
effective information gathering.

Movement of IPR infringed goods do not only occur through commercial freight traffic. Recently
detections at the global level suggest that such movement also occur through passenger traffic,
express and courier traffic, and transit traffic. Customs intelligence, with their uk
in all those places, is again in an advantageous position to handle such violati

Gearing up the role of Customs intelligence alone will not serve the pur
Customs takes steps to boost confidence among the orlglnal right hg

the right holders. For example, asManual may be prepare silileBdublished, which will contain infor-
or right holders for lodging and processing apguife*lile/sfs for action requesting Customs to

action in cases where a suspicion exists@uEIRERIRIZ is infringed may be prepared.
Secondly,iniﬁrmation of seizures and detection B eifll¥Rsinfringed goods may be posted
and regularly updated in the Customs website as a Prominent Menu so that the concerned right
holders can easily access suc{j information.
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Abstract: This article is a conceptual paper on Advance Ruling (AR) and its possible benefits. It
highlights the legal basis, coverage and the benefits of AR. The procedure of requesting for AR, the
formation of an AR unit at the National Board of Revenue (NBR), the process of making AR deci-
sion, validity of advance ruling, publication of ARs and the situations of modifications or revocation
of an AR have been proposed in this paper. The paper details on the role of AR in facilitating trade
followed by concluding remarks.

Introduction: An advance ruling (in the context of the Trade Facilitation Agreement) ‘is a written
decision provided by a Member to an applicant prior to the importation of a good covered by the
application that sets forth the treatment that the Member shall provide to the good at the time of
importation with regard to (i) the good’s tariff classification, and (ii) the origin of the good’ (TFA 3:
9.a.). In essence, the Article requires WTO Members to issue advance rulings regarding the tariff
classification and the (non-preferential) origin of goods' (Hans-Michael Wolffgang and Edward Kaf-
eero, 2014). In addition, pursuant to TFA 3: 9.b., WTO Members are encouraged to issue advance
rulings for other areas such as customs valuation and requirements for relief or exemption from cus-
toms duties.

The objective of Advance ruling provisions is to set up a transparent and formal process whereby
exporters and importers obtain, upon request, rulings from Customs administrations prior to the
transaction. The ruling thus obtained is legally binding time bound ruling on the Customs authority
as well as, in some countries, the trader. Moreover, as advance rulings (except confidential ones)
are often published on Customs website, they are accessible and easily searchable by all Customs
officers at all ports of entry. This will allow for great consistency and certainty in decision-making.

Advance Ruling GAPS in Current Customs Act (Act of 1969)

A close examination of the current situation in terms of Standard 9.9 of the WCO Revised Kyoto
Convention and Article 3 of the WTO TFA reveals that the present customs legislation (the Customs
Act, 1969) has provisions of prior ruling on tariff classification (duty rates), valuation methods of any
goods or ‘any other Customs matter’. Under Section 219A of the Customs Act, a Customs ruling
must be made within thirty working days of the receipt of the application, and this Customs ruling is
binding upon the concerned persons/applicants and the Customs officers. Copies of such advanced
rulings are made public, as these are circulated to different Customs offices. These are publicly
available, as anyone can get a copy (Section 204A & 215A of the Customs Act, 1969). However,
Section 219A attempts to address only the RKC standards and not those under the TFA. It does not
clearly refer to the term ‘advance ruling’, and merely mentions ‘customs ruling’.

1The Agreement on Rules of Origin aims at harmonizing the non -preferential rules of origin.Such non-preferential origin of goods is necessary in the
application of: most-favoured-nation treatment under Articles |, II, Ill, XI and XIIl of GATT 1994; anti-dumping and countervailing duties under Article
VI of GATT 1994; safeguard measures under Article XIX of GATT 1994, origin marking requirements under Article IX of GATT 1994; and any discrimi-
natory quantitative restrictions or tariff quotas. Another purpose of non-preferential rules of origin is to determine country of origin for trade statistics
and government procurement. (Source: WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin, Article 1).



The new Customs Act (to be passed in 2015) has included the AR ruling provision to incorporate
both the RKC and TFA provisions on AR. As per Sec 275 of the New Customs Act, 2015 (to be
passed soon as Act), the NBR will establish an Advance Ruling programme. The NBR will need to
formulate Rules on Advance Ruling to operationalise the envisaged AR program. The procedures of
AR will be completed according to the rules to be framed under the authority of Sec 275. Advance
rulings must be requested in accordance with the procedures described in the said rules.

The obligation of the NBR

The national Board of Revenue will have to publish, at a minimum:

a. the requirements for the application for an advance ruling, including the information to

be provided and the format;

b. the time period by which it will issue an advance ruling; and

c. the length of time for which the advance ruling is valid.

These obligations are imposed on Members by paragraph 6 of Article 3 of the WTO TF Agreement.

Coverage

The AR provisions of the WTO TF agreement and RKC are useful references to determine the
scope of AR. WTO TF provision states that a customs administration would be expected to provide,
at a minimum, rulings on tariff classification; valuation; duty drawback, deferral, or other relief; quota
application; and rules of origin. Advance ruling, however, can be issued on issues beyond the WTO
minimum.

However, as per Bangladesh Customs Act Sec 275 provisions, advance rulings may be issued on
Tariff classification and Origin of goods at the request of the economic operator. Then, as resources
allow and as customs gains experience and has the legal, regulatory, and procedural capacity to do
so, the NBR may expand its advance rulings programme to other areas.

AR Unit to be designated by the NBR.

The National Board of Revenue, may, by notification in the official Gazette, form an Advance Ruling
Unit. This Unit may be located at the NBR. This unit will house the records, documents and all other
relevant materials related to AR.

Constitution of AR Authority/Unit.

The Advance Rulings Unit may consist of a Chair who is the Member (Customs: Policy) and five
members of the Bangladesh Customs and the law officer of the NBR. This Unit will be responsible
to make AR decisions thorough consultation, analysis, and examination of all the information, docu-
ments and other relevant issues. If necessary, the Authority may hear the applicant and listen to him
before passing the decision.
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The AR unit may be composed of 6 officials:

AR Unit Functions

Chairman of the AR | Convene and chair the final review meeting

Member (Cust : Policy):
B oA CY) Authority/Unit before the AR is finalised and issued

A specialist official/technical
staff (Customs classifica- Member
tion)- DC to Commissioner

Work in the AR team to contribute to
Tariff classification matters.

Work in the AR Unit as a subject
A specialist official/technical Member matter expert

staff in Origin Matters on determination of country
of origin issue

Work in the AR Unit to operationalize
Member Advance
Ruling Program.

First Secretary (Customs:
Policy)

Every requisition, direction, letter, or notice to

Second Secretary (Customs: be issued on behalf of the Authority, shall be

Member Secretary

Policy) signed by the Secretary or officer authorized
by the Chairman.
A representative from Chit- Function on the AR committee on Customs
Member = .
tagong Custom House classification/origin and other matters

Legal vetting (examination) of the text of

Law officer/Legal staff | Technical b
aw officer/Legal sta SCipEgs mber Advance Ruling to be issued.

Selection of officials for the AR Unit: In order to implement the provision of advance ruling, an
advance ruling unit will be required at the NBR. The Unit may be staffed with officials who will be
selected based on their understanding and expertise in in understanding and applying complex
international standards, such as the GATT Agreement on Customs Valuation, the Harmonized Com-
modity Description and Coding System and country-of-origin determination. Sound knowledge on
tariff classification, valuation and country-of-origin matters and access to technical resources would
help take good decisions and issue accurate rulings to make the AR system effective and facilitate
trade.

In organising the AR unit, the best approach may be to co-locate the staff, in the in the AR unit of the
NBR except the CCH representative. Clear and direct line of authority of all employees and offices
involved in the advance ruling regime will have to be created. In this context, it seems relevant to
mention that the advance ruling decision makers in the USA are located together. This helps bring
great consistency, and managed outcomes. This single location also allows for cross-training of
those employees issuing advance rulings, accessible research to paper files, and career develop-
ment of employees.



PROCEDURE FOR SEEKING ADVANCE RULINGS

The AR application will be made as per the rules made under section 275 of the Customs Act, 2015
for issuing advance ruling. The following basic steps need to be followed by an applicant:

Filing of an AR application

An application for an AR has to be submitted to the Chair, AR Unit [who is Member (Customs:
Policy)] in duplicate in prescribed format (to be developed for AR application) by an exporter,
importer or any person with a justifiable cause or a representative thereof in person or may be sent
by registered post / courier service to the AR Unit. Necessary documents have to be
attached/annexed with the filled in prescribed application form. The following information has to be
clearly stated in the AR application:

(@) An adequate description of goods to be imported including quantity/volume, package,
brand (if any), supplier, country of origin and proposed HS classification.

(b)  The name (s) of the port (s) in which the good will be entered (if known)

(c) A description of the transaction; for example, a prospective importation (merchandise)
from country X, y, or z

(d) A statement that there are, to the importer’s knowledge, no issues on the commodity
pending before any court/tribunal.

(e) LC number and Lien Bank name.

(f) The question of law or fact on which advance ruling is sought

Issues on which an advance ruling may be sought

As per Customs Act 2015, Advance rulings can be sought in respect of —
a. Classification of any goods under the Customs Act, 2015.
b. Determination of origin of goods.

It is to be noted that usually, an AR request does not include more than one issue (e.g. tariff classifi-
cation, country of origin) and one item. However, in other countries, usually a single request contain
one item for classification.

Information to be stated in an AR application for Classification: The tariff classification deter-
mines the applicable duty rate and eligibility for various trade programs (e.g. to get tariff prefer-
ences) under a trade agreement. As classification depends on various factors and it varies accord-
ing to the type of product involved, full disclosure will help determine proper classification. The
following information will be helpful to determine appropriate HS codes.

’..
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As such these should be mentioned in the application for AR on Classification:

. A full and complete description of the good in its imported condition

. Constituent materials (composition of the item)- chemical composition, material
composition,

. Brochures, pictures

. Form (i.e. powder, liquid)

. Product specification sheet?- Product information in a foreign language (other than
English) should be translated into English/Bangla.

. The good’s principal use in Bangladesh

. The commercial, common, or technical designation.

. lllustrative literature, sketches, digital photographs, flows charts etc.

. Printed literature and Chemical analysis

. Any other information that may assist in determining the classification of the good.

Samples of the goods may also need to be provided if necessary.

Withdrawal of application

An applicant for AR may withdraw his application within 30 days from the date of filing the applica-
tion, and thereafter at the discretion of the AR Unit. However, this does not preclude the applicant
from withdrawing the application after the said period with the permission of the Authority.

Advance Ruling Decision

On receipt of the application for AR and other additional documents/information from the applicant
as well as meeting/conference with the applicant (in applicable cases), the AR Unit may, after
examining the AR request and all relevant information/documents, will either allow or reject the AR
request. In taking decision for AR, the members of the AR unit (Under the leadership of the Chair)
after careful examination and review of all information/documents will arrive at a decision. In arriving
at the decision to issue AR, the AR unit, may (if necessary) consult field offices to ensure the accu-
racy of the decision. In taking the AR decision, the member secretary of the unit will coordinate with
AR Unit Members and other officials outside the AR unit.

2Singapore Customs will evaluate and determine the full 8-digit HS code of the product. A Classification Certificate will be issued, indicating the
applicant's/company's name and address, description of the product and 8-digit HS code of the product. The classification process may take up to 30
days, depending on the complexity of the product and the completeness of the information furnished. (Please note that classification rulings are only
applicable for use within Singapore)

A fee of SGD 75.00 inclusive of GST will be charged for per good classification. Payment is to be made upon receiving the Billing Notification from
Singapore Customs. The Billing which indicate the Bill Reference Number would only be generated upon receiving the complete submission of
application form and supporting documents. The payment mode is via Inter Bank Giro (IBG), cash, NETS or credit cards.
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Time required to issue an Advance Ruling

The WTO TF Agreement is accepted its Members to issue an advance ruling in a reasonable, time
bound manner to an applicant that has submitted a written request containing all necessary informa-
tion. However, there is no indication as to what time limit can be considered a reasonable time. The
time limit to issue an AR varies from country to country. For example, the AR process in Singapore
may take up to 30 days, depending on the complexity of the arrangement and the completeness of
the information furnished while the AR Authority in India is required to pronounce advance rulings in
writing within 90 (ninety) days of the receipt of a complete application. In line with other countries,
the NBR may consider make rules to issue an advance ruling within 60 days3 of the receipt of a valid
application. However, in circumstances of exceptional nature, this time limit may be extended by 15
days.

As time is of critical importance because the substance of a ruling may affect the financial decisions
of importers and exporters and because a timely advance ruling process promotes voluntary com-
pliance by being clear, predictable, and transparent, Customs administration/NBR would strive hard
to for timely issuance of advance rulings.

Binding Nature of an Advance Ruling Order
The Advance Ruling made by the Customs/Revenue authority is binding only-

a. On the applicant who had sought it;
b. On the Customs departments and all authorities subordinate to him.

It is binding in respect of the questions that have been raised in the application unless there is a
change in law or in the material facts or circumstances on which the advance ruling is based. The
NBR/AR Unit has the power to declare an advance ruling made by it void ab initio if it finds that such
Ruling has been obtained by the applicant by fraud or misrepresentation.

Duration of AR validity

The advance ruling shall be valid for a reasonable period of time after its issuance unless the law,
facts or circumstances supporting the original advance ruling have changed. Usually, the AR is valid
for one year. During this one -year -validity, it's not necessary to require an advance ruling again for
any further delivery of the goods if the HS code of the goods remains the same. [This is Chinese
Regulation]

Responsibility of AR for timely distribution of ruling: After the approval of the AR decision, the
AR authority/AR (member secretary shall be responsible for timely issue/distribution of the AR deci-
sion to interested parties, including the requesting party (applicant), Customs Houses/LC stations,
and NBR systems analysts. If the matter/issue of AR is not confidential (e.g. not valuation related),
the AR decision may be communicated to importers, exporters, and agents.

Rectification of mistakes: The AR Authority, may, with a view to rectifying any mistake apparent
from the record, amend any AR pronounced by it before such ruling has been given effect to. Such
correction may be made suomotu or when the mistake is brought to the notice of

3The U.S.-Australia FTA obligates parties to issue rulings within 120 days, but the customs administrations have committed to providing rulings within 30 days.Similarly, Canada’s commitment in the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is to provide rulings within 120 days, but the Canadian Border Services Agency (CBSA) strives to provide rulings in a shorter period of time.
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the Authority by the applicant or any Customs officer, but only after allowing the applicant and the
official, a reasonable opportunity of being heard.

Publication of decisions: Within 90 days after issuing any AR decision relating to any
import/export transaction, the NBR/Customs will publish the decision (except those that are treated
confidential) in the Customs Website (or Bulletin, if any), preferably by means of an automated data-
base using easily searchable criteria such as category, item description, tariff classification, and
party to whom the ruling was issued. Rulings should be available to customs officials as well as eligi-
ble outside parties. Rulings on tariff classification that establish precedents and have been sub-
jected to an intense review may be made available to importers/economic operators#. In publishing
ARs, sensitive commercial information may be withheld, and no such information that would directly
identify the client will be published.

However, Valuation Rulings (if it is brought under AR coverage by the NBR in future) should not be
available for all outside parties. It may be made available only to the requester because they contain
information on the requester’s commercial and financial arrangements>.

Modification of Advance Ruling: The issuing authority (E.g. NBR) may modify or revoke a ruling
retroactively only if the ruling was based on inaccurate or false information. Before modifying the
AR, the applicant should be given a reasonable opportunity of being heard. In this case, it is to be
noted that the effective date of the modification or revocation may be delayed for thirty days (or a
reasonable time period) from the time of final publication of the action so that parties have time to
adjust their business processes to the change. And goods already en route, or “on the water” will be
given the treatment they had expected under the original advance ruling. When a ruling is revoked
or modified, the applicant should be provided written notice with the relevant facts and the basis for
the decision.

Advance Ruling for Trade Facilitation

The main benefit for the importer/exporter (trader) is the legal guarantee that the decision men-
tioned in the AR will be applied.Advance rulings facilitate the declaration and consequently the
release and clearance process, as the classification (or country of origin) has already been deter-
mined in the advance ruling and is binding to all customs officers for a period of time. It also provides
certainty to the importer, or his or her representative, as to how goods are to be classified and
thereby facilitates the documentation requirements for clearing goods at the border.The AR also
helps the importers (Exporters) reap the benefits of efficiency and cost effectiveness by allowing
them to make decisions early and make those decisions part of their manufacturing, importing, and
business plans for all stages of business.

In sum, the AR offers the following benefits for both governments and traders:

. Enhance certainty, transparency and predictability of Customs operations; the trader finds
certainty in the advance ruling because his (her) goods are entitled to the treatment set forth in the
advance ruling until, if ever, the ruling is modified or revoked.

4In Canada, the policy content of advance rulings on tariff advice, or “tariff classification” that set a precedent may be published.
SAustralia’s Valuation advice rulings are available only to the requester on such ground.



. Speed up clearance of goods at the border;

. Ensure the fair and appropriate collection. For example, Japan Customs has implemented an
‘Advance Ruling System’ for correct import duty declaration and thus ensuring appropriate collec-
tion of duties and taxes. (Aoyama, 2008).

. Reduce disputes between Customs authority and traders on tariff, valuation and origin issues
at the border;

. Help traders to be aware of the supporting documents they have to present to prove their
claims on issues of classification, country of origin and valuation of the goods.

Advance rulings also provide comfort to the importers/exporters in the sense that he will be given
the treatment set forth in the advance ruling at every Bangladesh port of entry.

Steps taken so far by the NBR

Bangladesh acceded to Revised Kyoto Convention (RKC) in February 2013. It is obligated to imple-
ment the provisions of RKC by 2016. As a member of the WTO, it is also obligated to implement the
provisions of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) within the stipulated time. As such, the
NBR has already taken initiatives to implement AR program in Bangladesh, one of the compulsions
of both the RK and the TFA. A Working Group has been formed for establishment of an Advance
Ruling Unit (Choudhury, 2015). The NBR has teamed up with the USAID BTFA team to implement
AR. The BTFA project has already developed AR Guideline for NBR. The SRO to be issued to
launch AR in Bangladesh Customs is being developed by USAID BTFA team. Technical assistance
including providing training to officials will be given by the project. The NBR needs to conduct
awareness/consultation meetings and outreach programs for the external stakeholders to make
them aware about the requirements to request for AR and the benefits of the AR programme.

Conclusion

As advance ruling plays an important role in ensuring transparency, predictability, consistency and
thelegal guarantee that the decision (communicated by customs before the import of goods) will be
applied, the NBR is working with donor agencies to impler{fnt the programme successfully. The
officials and the private sector would need awareness and training about the AR program*;‘&ﬁider-

ing the importance of the AR as a facilitation measure, the WTO trade facilitation agreement (Article
3) made it compulsory its Members to issue an advanceﬁlling The WCO Revised K)"/rc')‘t Con-
vention [(RKC GA §§ 9N 6 (Gwdellnes) 7 (Gwdellnes) and 9 (9.4, 9.5, 9.6, 9.7] also ?}pha-
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Cross-Border Trade and the Issues of
Interconnectedness and Integration
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The trends of globalization accept interconnection and integration of trade and business, culture
and communication, values and beliefs to be the key dynamics influencing the flow of economic
growth and social development. Recognizing the importance of this interconnection and integration,
the World Customs Organization (WCO) through its ‘Customs in the 21t Century’ documents
focuses on the issues like ‘globally networked customs, better coordinated border management
(CBM), intelligence-driven risk management, customs-trade partnership...” along with many other
concepts relating to the modernization, capacity building and integrity of the whole customs
community as the most important factors for implementing customs departments’ reform initiatives.
With the familiarization of the concept of reform, issues and activities relating to the cross-border
trade gains its momentum within the regime of free trade economy. Cross-border trade demands
the development of both inter and intra communication, connection, integration and coordination at
the same time. That is why considering the importance and sensitivity of cross-border trade a
well-developed and better organized integrated border management system has been introduced
emphasizing the involvement of all the stakeholders to ensure interconnectivity and integration

between businesses, countries, nations and cultures.

The necessity of interconnectivity and integration brings forth the inevitability of enhanced
coordinated border management for cross-border trade. Cross-border trade demands the
involvement of all the concerned regulatory authorities to oversee, examine and facilitate the
movement of goods, passengers and vehicles at the same time. Considering the reality, WCO
focuses on enhanced integration and coordination among the concerned border authorities by

mentioning that-

0) The recognition of customs or the agency responsible for the Customs functions as the lead
front-line administration at national borders for controlling the movement of goods. According to the
UN Trade Facilitation Network, Customs administrations are usually best suited to develop

integrated procedures for processing goods at points of entry; and

ii) The introduction of the electronic Single Window concept that allows a trader to provide all
necessary information and documentation once to the designated agency that, in turn, distributes

the information to all relevant agencies.



“system. When the issues of cross-border trade along with the importance of interconnectivity and
integration appear in front of the trade bodies as well as in front of the other stakeholders, some
| common issues like simpler customs procedures, transparency in customs and all the other related
activities and ensuring corruptigr h% business environment gain the status of the most

| debatable factors. Political and k..h.\_ economic condition, balance of trade, level of

+ . I|I"‘lh
infrastructure M Sy development and some other relevant

issues relating to the trade and businesses of the

concerned i’*’*‘f«u— . » countries have been brought
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under discussion through a
comparative
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For example, recently referring to the speech of the current commerce minister of Bangladesh Tofall
Ahmed it has been published that ‘Trade deal with India to be renewed soon’ (The daily Star 2015).
The most remarkable part of this news is that ‘The government is set to renew the India-Bangladesh
trade agreement soon, with the provision to allow Bangladeshi transports to use the Indian corridor
for transit to Bhutan and Nepal.’ Signifying the fall of the cost of business between India,
Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan, it has been mentioned that the trade and business related
connection and relationship of these neighbouring countries will be enhanced with the renewal of
this trade agreement. But actually it is not all about the news. By mentioning the point of the balance
of trade between India and Bangladesh it has been clarified how ‘the balance of trade between the
two countries is heavily in favour of India’. Apart from this issue of balance of trade some other
sensitive issues like proper coordination and integration between the regulatory authorities,
transparent and corruption free effective and efficient participation, simplification of policy level
resolutions are still in a position to be decided on.

Through the replication of the abovementioned example it has been clarified that cross-border trade
requires such a sound condition of interconnectivity and integration where every single stakeholder
will have the opportunity to perform effectively and efficiently so that they can be made responsible
for their authorized function as well. For this purpose, referring to Georgia’s success over managing
an enhanced coordinated border management while performing cross-border trade, Central Asia
Regional Economic Cooperation Program in its “At the Border and Behind the Border: Integrated
Trade Facilitation- Reforms and Implementation” which is published from the Asian Development
Bank mentions that:

i. A fair and efficient tax system characterized be low taxes, clear and simple deduction
rulesand fair administration;

ii. Liberal labour markets;

fil. Low crime and corruption (according to Transparency International’s Global corruption
Barometer for 2010-2011, only 3% of respondents said they had paid a bribe in Georgia over
the prior 12 months in contrast to % for the EU);

iv. A solid sovereign balance sheet and good foreign credit ratings;

V. A stable and conservatively managed banking sector;
Vi. A multimodal maritime and land transport infrastructure that is well developed for logistics,
manufacturing and trade; ....... have been shaped and reshaped to ensure better border

management system.
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The example of Georgia can be a good example in developing cross-border relationships among
the neighbouring countries. But the reform and implementation initiatives may not always be
applicable for every country because of the diversified social, political and economic condition of
different countries. So, every country must have its own agenda and propositions in developing
cross-border trade relationships. To be more specific, it is worth saying that the developing
countries like Bangladesh need to be more conscious and specific relating to the policy level
agenda setting and development while signing a bilateral treaty for cross-border trade.
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(Un)customary Musings
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| wanted to define the essay as ‘musings’ only. But hard thoughts should not be
called ‘musings’! So musing is not an appropriate word for hard and not-so-
peaceful thoughts. But peaceful thoughts need not be registered and written

for publication. Writing about customs and VAT is not easy. It is even

tougher to write it in pleasant-to-read manner. And it is perhaps

impossible to make it interesting. So when a ‘write-up’ is required

which should be relevant enough to be published in yearly

publication of ‘Customs Intelligence’, situation can get

worse only. Because whatever | am planning to write

is neither soft nor sweet, it is rather centrifugal.

Musings are supposed to be very sweet and
comforting; thoughts are brought into a
calm center of your mind but centrifu-
gal thoughts head towards all pos-
sible direction landing you
nowhere with restlessness.
Am | getting any-
where!lll?

Anyway,
before |
get




all of you confused with my confusion let’s plumb into the point; the point of mathematics, the point
of no-return (perhaps). The budgetary and fiscal target of this year is BDT 1530 crores which have
been marked down lately into 1311 crores. Why mathematics? Wait and watch!!!

Castle in the air (or flat in Gulshan!)..................

My bariwala was informed initially that | work in NBR and did not quite apprehend what does that
mean! But the day he saw the monogram in my office vehicle he ‘understood’ the cadre | work in.
Hmmmmmm...... Later on when the question of raising the house-rent came then he judiciously

father jokingly (perhaps!). 1530 crores taka...... a big sum hits me suddenly.....what does this sum
signify...... yes | remember...... the target of the custom house | work in.....now that has been low-
ered to 1311 crores....stream of consciousness process....perhaps!!

I met my friend many-many years later who is happily married and is a proud university teacher. She
(jokingly perhaps!) asked me that have | already bought flat in Gulshan or planning for one? That
was the first question that surfaced in her head about my ‘well-being’! | did not answer and argue. |
ironically remember an astronomical sum......... 114429 crores taka......... target of
something......perhaps NBR....... for the fiscal year of 2014-15. Don’t | work in NBR.....yes...yes...|
g .... | remember!!!

| went to see/meet a potential ‘patro’ who of course does not belong to this cadre and perhaps have
all sorts of ideas about this cadre. His father and my father sat amicably along with ‘Mr. patro’ and
told me to order the menu since the meeting was arranged in a Chinese restaurant. | ordered very
light food which made the father of my potential bridegroom use the exclamatory tone ‘Eto kom
order dile! Customs’ er lokjon to khai khai kore’!!!! He said so jokingly (perhaps!). Mathematics hits
me again! This time 116500 crores...... ...target of..... ... NBR again....... for the fiscal
gEar.. . .. ... yes 2015-16....... haven't | already confessed that | work under NBR?!?

Everything goes round........ and round........ and round........ e and therefore we
don’t seem to reach anywhere ...... any custom house will give you this non-productive circular feel-
ing as if things-has-to-be-done are getting generated with double-speed than the things-has-been-

done. | despairingly infer at the end of the day. People are impatient outside to get their files done
(within 5 minutes of course!) and if you have dealt with one set another set arrives! Then what actu-
ally we keep doing? So | let the files enter my room, pour my attention into it, let myself get lost in
the labyrinth of H S Code, wrestle with BCT to find the relevant chapter, try to entertain myself with
various H S code related samples , or give ‘jhari’ to the C & F for not bringing in the appropriate sam-
ples, try to find the irregularities in paper, ensure that every single electronic item does not get the
benefit of SROs, enter into the value database, change the red lane to yellow, jump out of the room
anxiously if commissioner sir calls me, rush down if any senior officer gives me ‘salaam’, jumps out
again to collect the latest revenue figure, prepare letters to be sent to NBR, attend the telephone call
that has been ringing impatiently because the baggage of some biggies has arrived ICD and ready
for disposal, occasionally find ourselves into the container in the time of re-examination....... and
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what not? Let me gasp for breath...... I Does any of my acquaintances/friends is familiar with this
scene? Or do these scenes anyway signify my non-existent flat in Gulshan?

‘Sound A I i i

After Five:l decide to call it a day and plan to wind up for today. Another eager-to-down-the- file cus-
tomer arrives; ‘Madam, ei file ta pash kore den....ekta shoi diye den’..... that’s keeps happening as
long as | will remain in the office. And | also keep complying to their sign anxiety up to 7 AM not
because | was enjoying delivering service but because | had to. Otherwise all sorts of ‘bad behavior’
rumor will spread. People will happily indulge in all sorts of rumor that will be believable as well
because people already want to believe stories about you. Prejudice kills your credit, robs the credit
of hard-work you put behind every file or service delivery and highlights your short-comings. | imagi-
natively try to step into other people’s perception about us. Set aside all the 6-digit-crores and
figures that keeps hitting me occasionally; earning money for the government is not easy and
perhaps a hugely thankless job. When you walk out of the office feeling tired and exhausted and
thoughts like these hit you whether all the signatures and files were proper, was the LC right, was
the B/L properly checked, was the value rightly judged, were all the H S Codes rightly chosen, was
| mindful enough to check 3-pages-long H S Codes properly? All these questions plague you day
after day. Does people humorously enquiring or hinting at my imaginary flat at Gulshan knows about
any of these anxiety? Do they know or care to know that the technical complexity of the job itself
makes you vulnerable to a lot of mistakes! It is almost two-third of the time that the mistake is unin-
tentional. It is almost half-the-time that the volume of work and the subsidiary fatigue makes this
humanly impossible to go through all the details. It is almost one-third-of-the-time that overlooking
many things is the best possible approach.

Blowmg hot, blowing cold ........

‘Working in any. custom house can be a rich source of study or philosophical pondering about human
psychology:-lt-is so interesting and despairing to witness the possible and impossible reaction,

over-reaction-and-under-reaction but all these-for a/single goal called ‘profit’ or ‘money-making’. Is it
actually possible to maintain a ‘good-relationship’ with client while discharging my customary
duties? The answer cannot be provided in definitive term like ‘yes’ or ‘no’. The reaction can vary
from simple negation to heavy duty histrionics attitude depending on the profit they have supposed
to have garnered from a single consignment. “Apni aamake gali dilen keno”... you get hear this
when you possibly have not uttered a single word! “Sir ‘Madam to eto (!!) taka chai”....these are the
another customary approach we regularly get ‘rewarded’ with. In fact suspension of disbelief is not
enough, you need to have complete dislocation of your creative faculties! How many people outside
know these? You will be a ‘good officer’ only if you keep pandering to their interest. They will com-
pletely forget all the good consideration and ‘aantorikota’ we regularly shower on them. They will
purposely forget | have done their files even when | was exhausted and on my way out. They will
conveniently overlook all the good-talk we occasionally have with them. Believe me, they are going
to catch you unaware with the all the ‘good-talk’ you have/had with them. Does anyone know how
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much dlplomacy we have to employ to change the H S Code so that the duty-tax is raised? Does

_any report about you consist of your personal endeavor to increase revenue collection? How many

peoplq» Know about the amount of heat and pressure we feel if we raise the value? How many
people know How hot that is within a container where we find ourselves in times of re-examination?
How many people care to know about human impossibility to examine all the goods in exact quan-
tlty‘?Wlll they ever expenence the fatigue we feel after every physical examination of goods in the
contamer’? —

Dokhiner Janala, ‘Neem’ gaach against tie-dye sky

-‘\There was a little poem that named ‘Tree at My Window’ which | found in my school syllabus but had
no idea what that meant or however deep that might impact on our psyche. After many years | found
a tree in my window with:so many private and deep implications. Amidst all the hustle-bustle | have
found a little oasis in my window-sight; a ‘neem’ tree. This ‘neem’ tree is like little private oasis for
me. A little green contrasting sharply the heavily-peached-jetty, containers, trucks, and bizzare-
looking cranes. But if | crane my neck a little left and look at the window | find my neem-tree along
with its tiny ‘neemphool’ swinging comfortably in south-breeze and saying ‘everything is alright’
providing my soul a deep relief. My neem-tree is also ably accompanied by a middle-sized ‘bot-
gaach’ with tiny red but inedible bot-fruits. My window-view is not only a comforting relief for me but
it also has become a place of my private and uncommon friends, unusual companies: a half-drum
with ‘puishak chara’, a little guava-tree over concrete-shade, and a ‘bot-chara’ over the concrete
(again!) and water-tank of cement. But don’t think only inanimate objects people my private world!
A cute black-cat who loves to sleep on the cemented hot-shade has been befriended with me. There
is another black-and-white shaded cat that also has acknowledged and loved my presence
(perhaps!) which also comes to take sun-bath with its ‘don’t-disturb-me’ attitude. To make the
assortment of silent friends more lively some ‘shalik pakhi’ regularly visit the place with their ‘kichir-
michir’.

Every day | look several times at my unusual companions and feel the unusual out-of-the-world
serenity they exude. They are not worried about the revenue targets, revenue leakage or shortfalls!
They hardly care about misdeclaration and punishmen! They remain in oblivion about section 32 or
section 156. They are entitled not to care about the astronomical sum of 1530 crores or 1311 crores
of taka. | struggle to hide my jealousy about their care-free, non-challant existence. They live in a
kind of oblivion about the pitfalls of human nature. They seem to be blithely unaware of CDs, SDs,
ATVs, CPCs, AlTs, red or yellow lanes or deliveries or whatever term we keep using all the day long.
Nor do they have to wrestle with re-examination, revenue leakage, SROs, 20/40 feet containers or
container carrying trains or cranes. They are just there providing solace to my fatigued concious-
ness. What a cute little world at my window! What a lovely state of innocence beside crude mun-
dane concerns! | take a cup of tea and keep looking at them wistfully.
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My favourite place in this concrete ambience is the place popularly known as ‘aamtola’ adjacent to
the mosque. There is also a ‘majar’ lying adjacent to the mosque pervading a solemnity over the
place. Though | never visited the place myself but always looked down from the window of my 3
floor-room and savored in the solemn quietness of the ‘namaj’ after the ‘Zohur ajan’. Perhaps | never
will be successful in ridding myself from the desire of visiting the place and the holy quietness of that
time. Enjoying the sun, rain and the ‘dokhin hawa’ turning into ‘bheshoj hawa’ as it passes through
the neem-tree seem to be my favourite leisure-time activities making me take a zoom-out view of
the meaningless scramble around. Do we really need all the money? Do we always need the profit
we are running after? Can we always capitalize on all the profit that we have garnered in? Have we
been endowed with the infinite consuming capacities? How much do we actually need? My hard
musings get themselves released and find some solace into metaphysical musings. A zoom-out
view of our existence makes life much more bearable and even more lovable (perhaps!). The
‘neem-gaach’ in my southern window against the backdrop of blue-white or blue-ash tie-dye sky has
never failed to put a temporary solace to my weary soul.

- Author Nusrat Jahan Shompa, Assistant Commissioner (28th Batch), Custom House (ICD),
Kamalapur (For opinions Email:;jhn.nusrat@gmail.com. This essay is based on author’s personal opinion and do_ne in
good humour. She is apologizing in advance if anybody gets hurt by her opinion.)
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